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Written by T H OMAsS BvSHET, 
the Superlatiue Prodigal. . : 
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Luke 15.18. | 
I will ariſe and goe to my Father, and ſay 
onto him, Father,I haue ſinned againſt 
heanen and before thee, and am no more © 
worthy to be called thy ſonne, gy. 


— 


Imprinted at London, 1628, 
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Frathe othe Hill and trigh 


Vertuous, 
THom as, 


ied Windſor, my very good 


Lord, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
which as yetis to mea wonf 
der, ſo likewiſe it muſt nee 
b-eto your Fionour a miraf 
cle,thatknowes both my li 
wad breeding , to haue neil 


p 
ther language , Latin 
tongue, nor, vpon my ſalua 
tron, he helpe of any co-adf 
tutor ; but as 1t 1s writte1 
thoſe things which appear 
',. vnpoſs|ble to mans appre 
henfion,are nothing to Go 
vnſearchable wiſedome. 
therwiſe your Lordſhiſ 
might ſuſpethe Authou 
for I nuſtruſted my lelte,v 


[ 


Mar 10,27. 


"— 


ry, | The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
vonFill I had reade the ſaying, 
xeedFhat Giod 1s able to make the | 
niraPumbe to ſpeake, the blind ru. | 
y [1 $o ſee, and the lame to g0C ; | 
neiavherein he hath ſhewed the 
atingplendor of his diuine prout- 
tlnaKence on me baſe and vn- 
-adfvorthy creature, toſee more 
ctenflearely through my match- 
xearfefle offences : for thatnow I 
prefconſtanily beleeue, there 1s 
JodÞno forgiueneſle without true 
gepencance, nor no true re- 
ſhifpentance without conteſs1- 
ourfon, contrition, ſatisfaction, 
,vnſſand amendment ; which 


t A 4 made 


n.$.16. 


lar-22,21, 


” — _ 
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T he EYiftle Dedieatory. 
made me preſume to patro- 
n1ze the firit trutts of my re- 
tirednefſe ynder your Lord- 
{hips name ; as a legafie of 


my loyall dutie ts your ho-[: 


nour, preuention of others, 


and in my obedience to thathr 


good God, who requires an 


( 


el 


open contel(s1on, for a pub- 
I1que tranſ{greſs10n. VV here- 


in if I ſhall verihie our Saui- br 


ours words to giue ( afar 
his due, I muſtacknowledge 
vnder God your noble rela- 
tion of a monaſticke life, was 
the greateſt inducement re- 

ceted 


re 


en_ en 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


a5 torn from mortaliſt to- 


TP 


1al 
an 


b- 


[&® 


vards my regeneration. S0 
hat 1f I have mounted too 
wgh in {helering my weake 
aboures vnder your Lord- 
hips vertnes ; letme beg a 
auourable cen{are,and attri- 
ute rather forgetfulneſle to 


gratitude, than my ftor- 
Aardneſle to preſumption : 
r beleene me ( honoured 
ord ) had I not fortunately 
it your faire hand before 
eparture, my zealous fide- 
tle was fo mixt with the 
regs of mortalitie ; that cer- 

tainly 


1 


Pro. a6, 
ew 


 owneſoule. Bur thanks bhe 


. —_— — — = 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


trainly vpon my companionhr 
'reuolt, | had fallen like adogc 
to h1s vomit and ruinated my: 


tothe dune proutdence, bje1 
a\ſhorter cut | have met witha 
contentment, ended nay trajrc 
uels, diſcarded my pleafuregle 
and circled the earth. Fohe 
Chriſt knowes my an 1bitioha 
was neuer higher then Jn 

oore remote ane or de&a 
{ert Cell, where if theſe illigqu 
terate-deiected lines ſhoulcc 
reflect a likeing in yoþd 


Lord{hips mdicious reger 
dins 


: 
y. | The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 
tonjng ; I am confident by 
dogods alsiſtance, future en- 
| mkauours might edifie 0- 
is bhers : eſpecially when my 
, bjeregrination ſhall vnder- 
vithand of your religious ap- 
tr: 'obation, whoſe honoura- 
egle opinion 1 eſteeme more 
Fohen mortall creature;not for 
tiohat your noble app1 ehenſi- 
n Jn exceedes all men ; but by 
deaſon your internal fidelitic 
l11gquals the beſt ofmen;which 
ouſccording to my [; mple 
70 \doement carries a greater 
regenedicton and clearer re- 


ins u-lation 


7 he Epiſtle  —_ 


uelation of: Gods RO 
then all other vertues : how 5 
ſoeuerit the tributary prateſ 
of a ſinfull Beadſman ca 
encreale your Lord{hips1 mn 

mortall glory. IT am conff 
dent God multiplies you 


honours daily. 


[ 


m 


Your obliged and de" 


KH 


lo 
uoted ſeruank,, 


1 
Tro. BvsHEW/y 


ry. | 
out 0} 
OW 
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To my ( hriſtian Brethren. 


5 Reader ſom- 
what I would glads 
\ al [ay in way of ad- 
d/; (3 monition as alto- 
EZ> Ei gether example, 
AN For the the boly 
wh aſſures me 1 was not borne 
det my ſelfe, but for others ; though 
u may perceiue I haue confin' de my 
ron from ſocietie of man ; yet be- 
ante that 1barrenot the viſitation of 
man, but willing to edifie all men, 
E Warre as God ſhall enable my weke 
abiltie, 


in 
\6 3 


7OU 


abilitie, and their patience ; hum 
mntreating that the ſpettacle of y 
finfull brotbers miſerie, may mort 
your fleſhly deſires, and rake ſow 
compaſſion of your ſelues, as to 


ger s deſperate, as mine is damn 
without Gods TVnſpeakable we 
which my faireſt hopes cannot as 
beleeus he will |o much remember 
fo forget his iuſtice. O then ge 
Sirs, if your owne conſciences ac 
you, reſolue to follow the one,andF* 
the other ; for aſſure your ſelues, [$ 
preſident of my fatall afflictions j 
be an occafion to condemne you at 
day of iudgement, if you obſtina 
neglect the jams. But why [hou 
expect you will either read or 1 


| > —— _— 


2 of them knowing the writings of 
r Sauiour,the laboures of Apoſtles, 
4 whole lines of ancient Fathers, 
o ml ©4lh afide as ſuperfiuons garments; 
> pen a play booke is admitted to 
-w.$16 away the time : which,with in- 
» gj-rdgriefe I confeſſe,were my libra- 
mn#* 3 414, 1 feare, continue too much 
megl#r [tudies : y2t for that my inuiſible 
as [ments liuing vpon earth as Diues 
hey ell» and can at any time reſolue 
-ooſe which doubts in the ſame, may 
ac 4n occaſion to extenuate your licen- 
14 Ps appetites, that Gods name may 
 Felorified, your ſoules ſaued, and 1 
[ati fied. 


hum 
of Y 
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Thecrymg ſinne of Pride 


wor 


OOH 


o hu louing Brother Edward 
Buthel E/quire. 


"Ay 


*"ulomon ſayth, He chat couercth his fins 
Din ſhall not proſper, but whoſo confeſſerb 
106. and forſaketh them ſhall haue _— 
"g Prov. 28.13: 3, Ih 


d=77 T is not vinkiowaie 
to your ſelfe nor the 
- world, that I conti- 
} nued a prentiſhip che 
Z S luperlaciue Prodigal, 
her 1 Fs am aſhamed tc diuulge, 

ric fhen God himſelf commands vpoin 
nalty of eternal damiiation, yet-it ;c* 

B grieues_ 


2 Theconfeſiionof a Prodigal. | 
gries my very ſoule thateuer I g4v 
'occaſion tobe recorded. ButT h 
thismy irreconerablefollic willpÞ» 
uent future ages for falling intoſc! 
fearefulla danger ; otherwile as thn 
brth was miſerable, - ſo their deq#t 
will be lamentable: which to me wpr 
rather aggrauare my ſorow, then Qi 
tenuate my torment,though in cepn 
porall attayres many bearers leſlÞr 
the weight, and caſetheſurchargſo 
ſufferer, but in ſpirituall none refa 

ſherh the oppretled ; e ſpecially yoſr 
diffolate brother, who hathin angb 
ner ſearched the records of heaugmn 
 Exodz>:for a \Prefident to make his title £h 
hell vnqueſtionable; as you may tÞt 
more perſpicuouſly perceiue by thqad 
dreadful! following; lines. - O-npn 
deareſt Microcoſme in nature, vviſſtul 
W 


1 


CIS 9 ny a LS Ia rn 


al. | The confeſſion of a Prodigall, 3 
I g4vhat vawillingnes do lay open my 
[ hq:iobedience againit the frtt Com- 
illpfpandement, knowing my ovyn con- 
nroſcience pleads guiley in the higheſt 
s thinanner,, for debating his ; name, 
- de£{lcnce, and Glory, beloywy the de- 
ne wprecota temporall Lord, a mecha- 
en Þicke Magiſtrate, or peiant luſtice, 
n cen honouring them more with cap 
lefſÞnd knee, then his omnipotent Pper- 
argſon that created me, But whea I 
reficaſt my eye vpon the ſecond, - there 
7 yoſinde I a diſtration- of madnefle, 
a nfbough 1 have not worſhipped the 
aueqmolten calfo of brafle iron, ſtone'& 
tle fthelike z yet hauel done ſacrifice ro 
y he image of living clay, with that 
thqadoration as I made the female ſexe 
)-nþvny godefles on earth, and lefc the re- 
quale of my time for the ſeryice of 
WV B 2 him 


_ > ITS eo 


_ COR _ 
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4 The confeſionof a Prodigall. 


him thatmade me:hovwſoeuerrouchla 
ing the third I ſo much prophanedjn 
the Deitie of his name,that I made idea 
my tamiliar diſcourſe, for which inji; 
iuſtice 1 amculpable of death.But agar 
torthefourth 1 continually mixtmyhy 
weake douotions with ſo many erJry 


ronious pleaſures, that tomy knowJer 


ledge,I keptnotone whole Sabbathtd 
for his gory:wherby I am debarred ofþy 
claiming either Joue, tauour, onvil 
mercy : but the courſe of perdirionyer 
which for {urer violating the firſt, Iþo 
was{ſo ſparing in ſhewing either re0 
nerenee or dutie to my parents,that ec 
ſeldome payed any tribateas I oughthut 
whereby I haue deſerued not onelyjnd 
the ſhorrneſle of dayes, but the lotſqphi 
of their fatherly bleſſings. As for thqhil 


firſt thanks be ro God, I hauc nogeit 


aQuall 


The confeſiion of a Prodigalls 5 
ich\4&vally ſhed the bloud'ofiany man, 
nedind whether it were not more-for 
de icare of puniſhment by the decreeof 
1 inhan, then the lavwy of God, I neither 
tagan ſay nor iuſtihe my ſelfe/; butto 
myby remembrance am free from. that 

erqrying ſinne: howtocuer fortheſea- 
»wyenth, if 1 ſhould deny the acknows- 
athkdgment of that deadly ſinne, the 
dofþynt aQors in my luftftull recreation 

orvill cry out vengance on my!.con- 
onJemnarion : for-weeuer helditasa 
t, Iport of pleaſure brought into the 
reForld by nature; andat che moftiva- 
at Ied intheranke of+-veniall : fmnes: 
rhthut now itſpeakes: death. vntb mee, 
celytnd 1 feare, no comfort vnto-rhem, 
oflephich for the eight you knowinmy 
theqhildhood vas guilty : ſo thackcan 
noeeit her acquice nor accuſe my alfe of 
ill | B3 any 


L 


6 Theconf#ſiion of a Prodigal. 
any mortall fa& (;' and-4s for thf® 
ninth, Lcanot plead ignorance,but tÞ7: 
my knowledge was neuer broughh 
tothe teſt before a ſeat of impartiaÞ 
iuitice. Yet as | was, it is ten to onÞ" 
that I ſhould haue proued more fle(f 
than ſpirit, morefalſe than: honeſt 
but - cercainly-/for the tenth 1 mu? 
confeſle my ſelf guilty to allzeither bf" 
thought, or aR;'vvith deletion q©* 
affection. - Thus. you lce:the may! 
rowand {innewevof the whole lay d 
haue 1 broken, which makes mg 
| | liable to eternall torture, death, a rſt 
' © dammation ;Godforgiuechem tho5! 

| were the occaſion, Yetif the multÞr] 
tude of theſe crying ſinges. werePÞ# 
period of my transpreſſions, 1 migh* 
hauchope by the death- and paſlioÞ)* 
of my Sauiour.: But when bpondg® 


vpol 


| Theconfeſionof a Prodigal. © 7 . 
r thþon the barbarous and; inhumane 
ut eriage vied towards his:metcies; it// 

ug ringuitheth: the light, of comfort, / 
rtiaþpour, or pardon, for God knowes!: 
 onfum more worthy of death by his, 
Aeſgach, then far violatingihe whole: 
reſt hy. of Moſes, in that Ihaue comi 
mufortall ſinnes againſt him thac died,;." *1\ 
er bjr my finnes ; by making: the; wi 
n doanes and forrowes im his paſhon | i 
nadgerobeof ſhelter to my bale Sickes tl! 
[axþd deteſtable pleaſures: ::for thath ||| 
mdard not proſecuting; thelife of my; *: ||| 
ankrſed offences pon preſumption.of 
th4s mercies, 'not fearing; his iuftice 
uleÞr pittying bis ſufferings : whereby 
refaue exceeded the fact of Tudas:of 
ig Senate of lewes , for the one bes Ti 

;þpyed him butonce, La thouland |} 9 

A 25; the other crucified: him out-of ſt 
PC 


ſh [1 
Heb. 12, 


B 4 ignorance 


$ The ſs efion of a Prodigall. 

rance, | a million out of wiltulneſſqd 

What afſurement{deare.brother )caþn 

be expected by me that am worſethpe 

thoſe whom I have:named, but tho. 

«17. dreadfull ruine of permanenr perditþle 

<5 on. Yet you will lay God is mercifufr! 

vpon repentance ar the laſt gaipgn 

which cannot bedenyed-: : folikewikfr 

my conſcience tels me hee is iu { 

Mars. Which will not be convradiaed. Fqpl! 

71% certainly without my[repentance ph 

quall my tran{greſſhans;'the Churqid 

cHe.3. ray ablolue me, but.not aſſure-vin 

And ſhould vainly expe& remiſſiqer 

by anyghottly farhers ab/olution,vo 

1ok.z. 1 continue in any one finne whigull 

| "46. lieth in my power to Opreuent : byoc 

| thegreateſtcomfort of continyanpf 

Vl in all my calamitic. was the ſwqha 

faying ofourSauiour, that himſcÞn 
al 


© | The confeſſion of a Prodigal, y 
eliqd his Angels ioyed -more at the 
)caþnuerſion . of one {inner which 
ethþely rcpenrs then ninty nine righ- 
t thous. O.with what an vnſpeake- 
rditþle happineſſe was this cordiall 
itufrle to my afflited ſoule ; wherein 
a/pgniniftredthe application daily to 
ewiftreſh my ſad beart and weariſome 
iunſes ; bur ar laſt it proucd bitter as 
- Fallin operation and digeſting. :For 
ce hen I ſearched ints. the miſtery of 
wurqd ſenſe,there I found it was ninety 
> one toone; that a wilfull ſinner ne+ 
iNqer truly. repented ; otherwiſe you 
2n,fyould make God ioy mare ina fin- 
zhifull wicked mans liferhen areligious 
: byodly liver : which broughr me jnto 
;anp fearfull a danger.of delperation, 
wyqat had you or any-/ other þeene 
nſe$n eye-witneſle in the agony of 
al my 


OP 
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= | The confeſiion of a Proaigall. 


my. perditious ſoule, it-would hayþe 
made- the flintieſt heart ſoondg 
choole to wreſtle with a Lionfe 
then, commit a mortall. ſinne th, 
gainſt - che immortall; God which ( 
created him; Yet after a long debatfer, 
berwixt hopeand deſpaire,the pref tþ 
dent of Saul otherwilecalled Pasl;djau 
filled into methe happinesof hopqa:r 
by tealon his/ palpable. crimes refle 

ced tforne equality ro my: offences , 
butarlaſt his parterne left mee in Jas 
darke Ecclips, forthatthey were et þ 


Tin,r. FOFS Executed out of ignorance , noþnc 


wilfally, andtherefore obtayned re 
miſsion vponhis contrition. Itheds, | 
miniſtred/ to' ry deieaed-foule the; 


| uke 7. Mercies conferred on Mary Magdapue 


lens; yet notwithſtanding {mall wagon 
my teliefe , for that her confli& offre{ 
repentance 


| The confeſſion of a Prodigall, 11 
hathentancedid in a manner exceed 
ond orhers, and her tranſgreſbons but 
Jothe of the ſeuen deadly ſinnes, 
© Ahereupon I applied the thicte on 
hick Crotle as my laſt refuge : but 
batſere I {avv apparant lelle ihelter:for 1 | 
rely the ray{ing of Lazarus from the 2% '\Þ | 
,d aue was onely a nuracle to ſhew [1 | 
OPgat he was Chriſt the Meſlias; een 
efleh my conſcience telles me, that the | 
c&fnparalleld mercy vponthetheefe) arc. | 
In Jas preordainedonly for thathoure** 
e &þ beas 4 witneſle of his wrongftull = 
noþnominious ſuffering, and-not any 
I reſſurement of ſafety for vs to build 
hen, "Thus being deprived ( as you 
thay perceiue) from all hope in the 
dapue of God by my diſobedience, 
"aFom all mercy by my macchleſle 
' Ofreſurmption,and from all comforts 
nc« in 


Tis 
y 
: 
5 


: fences : which cloſed all the fa 


12 The confeſſion of a Proatgall. 


in malefaQours by my ſuperlarſte 


tranſgreſhons,together with inwaþh 
griefes of the ioyes 1 had loſt: agiti 
the wofull exchange of heauen thcu 
hell, brought me intothat deſperqþſ1 
extafie, as'I fell ſuddenly on thm 
oround in a trance, where diug at 
wdgements of God reiterated to nf b 
tnemory,that were executed alreagnt 
vpon his deareſt ſeruants forleſſe qpar 
hi 
ties of my body and ſouleintoan of : 
{cure darkenefle : but thankes be @n« 
the divine prouidence , that reftorp: 
me ſoone-after to my former traſfr. 
quil ty ;and hauing recouered a ſeſſtv? 
ſible feeling, my oppreſſed heart dſy t 


| fired ro know whether his judgfy 
ments were/{o ſeuere as my appreEP! 


benſin led mee, I ſuddenly magtre 


ha 


all, \The confeflion of a Prodigall. 13 
rlatfte ro my poore caue,God knowes 


nwafh troubled thoughts ; for my co- 


: aqctions vere eyther drowning or 
en fpcuting my lelfe : yet thoſe aflalts 
pcraplily repulſed by Gods allifting 
a t{miſlion, with the preſident of Ju 
diug and the hke : bur then opening 
o nÞ booke of the old and new Teſta- 
reaQnt, there I found our firſt parent 
Te dam,.whom God gaue dominion 


acythe whole world, yet for cating ** 
a ofſe apple forbidden though it was ' 


2e #he intiſement of another, hee and 
org poſteritic vere extinguilhed for 


t dfy thing at Gods hands; yet for that 
dey ſomewhat doubted ofthe mira- 
prEpromiſed by God, they were de- 
xagtred for cuer going into the land 
all of 


raſer. Likewile Moſes and Aaron Num.ao: 
ſeprvithſtanding they could obtaine 73? 


14 The confeſion ofa Prodigal. ' 
:.S:m. Of promiſe. Againe Saul whom oc 
12.2, Choſetobe the firft King of his gibi 
_ ple, was degraded of his dignitieſic| 
giuen ouer fo the hands of an qr 
ſpiric,for thathe did but reſerue ſqs, 
certaine ſpoiles of warre,being cqac 
manded tothecontrary. Beſides||p 
cut ſuddaine killing of Nadab and Abjch 
| ſonnes of Aaron for once offeringe; 
1 ther fire then was appointed tha! 
i The ftriking deade of Ananias Þ i: 
Aas.;, Sapphira for onely- retaining {die 
'  parroftheir owne goods by decyit 
i | from the Apoſtles, Likewiſethe>| 
'; $7. jection of ( ainand his linage to bi 
ner ſtraight vpon his murther.. Þd 
ſides Beniamiy the onely ſonne off 1 
[ cob whom God loued fo dearely, þþd 
| Gen.z. foronefinnethat was commirtequp 


"-2%Gibeah vpon the wife of a Leuþd 
Ee 


| 


gal, The confeſiion of a Progigall. 15 
>m od deſtroyed almoſt the whole 
his ojbe of men, women, and children; 
irieich many other examples, which 
n qaringtoclaime any alliance of! Jy- 
ie {qhs Liurceaſed with repentance thag/l 
g cqad them, O my deare brother; thar 
des[|preſumptuous {inners had felrithe 
| Abjck of my tortureat the lane inſtant 
ringey would baue confefled in their 
th&arts, that God is ſeuere and iuſt as 
as is infinitly mercifull : yet my con- 
3 {dfiencealwaies aflured me hee never 
Jecgft a ſinner that deſired truly to. re- 
theknt, without a ſinner forſooke him, 
toghich was ſome caſeto my ſurchar- 
- þd fferings.. .Butrhe arch-enemy 
off man continued his. Rhetorickes 
y, Þd applications of deſpaire, reyea- 
teng alwaics:to my memory theſe 
2uhd the like herſe-like ſounding pre- 


c {dents 


16 The confeſion of a Prodigall; | Ti 
{idents of holy writ : ifthe rightee ied 
ſhall ſcarcely be laued, where thall Þ*<* 
vngodly arid ſinner appeare ? ane" 

judgement begin at the houſe of Ge"! 
what ſhallthe expeRation orendff©* 
wicked men be * howſocuer I douf®" 
ted not inthe mercy of my Sauio'®! 
but in my owne baſeand vnyworthf'P! 
demerirs ; fot that hee is cerraineF""! 
faichfull: if I hold faſt the profeſſiq”s 
of my faith according rothe meatuf® 
which he hath giuen me ; yer wh(* 

wirh Satans afſaulting , my fſinng”” 
afflicting, and feare of not obta s 
ning Gods fauour,it transformed n ” 
from what was, roghe portrairuſ® 
of ani Anatomy ; as the Inhab - 
tants necre adioyning to the ſay " 
Ife can withefle, For-rhoſe thaſ®” 
came to vitie me, out of charity pig 
ric: 


f. | The confeſſion of a Prodigall, 17 

\tedicd me,and I in Chriſtianity grie- 
11] ed as much for their iZNOrancez 
anvhich being by his ſacred plea» 
Gere broughtro dearhs doore, and 
nafcadie to yeeld vp the ghoſt in a 
ougamentable ipeftacle betweene 
o Þope and deſpaire ; at laſt there 
HPpcarcd ſpirituall-wiſe an appa- 
ne$10100 of my own picure, thepro- 


1{,$9 my foule and ſences, which did 
-þcfict ſo much incernall comfort, 
15 a woman in the agonie of her 
paines , 10ies to ſee a manchilde 


nn 
ta 


« ſſher paſt ſufferings ; euen ſo the 
t dailie contemplation of this cor- 
a diall parable reſtored mee to that 
; WE of happineſle,as itdid more 
Jauert the dojour of griefe, ſorrow, 
C and 


16 


ſhe digall ſonne, without intermiſſion Luk. s- 


Jborne into the world, and forgets lo lokn 16. 
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18 The confeſſion of a Prodigal. * 
and deſpaire , riftn all the felicit 
I receiued by preſidents in the ol 
and new Teſtament ; but whe 
my conſcienceaflured me thefir 
part of his life I had ated tom 
eternall deftruction, and that o 
neceſſity I muſt follow the ſccon 
to obtaine my redemption, other 
wiſe it would prooue infortunat 
and fatall, which hauing ponde 


oadſerl thorow : _— [ plea. 
ded, our Saujour died for all ſin- 
ners, yet my conſcienceanſyycred, 
it was for none but thoſe which ſc 


truelie belecued him i in their liues, | a; 
and 


' The confeſiouof a Prodigall. 19 


knd vnfainedlic repented in their 
carts, which made meeremem- 
henþer the dreadfull ſaying of Chriſt 
imſelfe, Few arethe numberthat , 
ould be ſaued. O affeionated :>. 
rother, that all my prodigall ex- 
nces had beenetransformed in- 
o pious charities,my former plea- 
ures into penitent praiers , and 
vaine diſcourſes into truc 
mykconfeſſions : then had 1 not 
otfliveda diligent flauero Sathan,but laws. 
ales adurifull ſeruant to my Saujour: 


wr as makes medeſcend with 
adolefull heart and alleadge my 
d,] birchright by baptiſme. Buclike a 
ch} ſoft aire iran{weered not ele&ed by 
es, | adoption ; reiterating to my per- 
nd C2 plexed 


20 The confeſiion of a Prodigal,” - 
plexed thoughts the preſidentqþo 
infortunate Eſau , who found nþ1; 
placeof repentance, though hqjng 
ſought it carefullie with tearekn 
But when at laſt I read thefearto 
full ſaying of our Sauiour, Maniþ y 
Marzo.o, Were Called, but few were cholengy] 

O what an inzmortall wound hn 

gaue me ; for my decrepit hopſhe 

[1 enforced S tocurle conceptionho 
| birth, & life, wiſhing the plagueſin 
of Egypt had beene my coparthne 
ners, ratherthan thoſe deceitfulye 
| pleaſures my companions, whiclÞþre 
mademee fo incapable of creatifed, 

on, redemption , and eleion. KKic 

thus continued in this wofull ſpefno 
| &acle for the ſpace of twwodaicsyyi 
|| not caring to miniſter either reſtÞon 
ornouriſhment to my wearilomqpe: 


Heb,12-17, 


bod 


gall.” The confeſtion of a Prodigal. 21 
ntÞ$ody, but did wholly contem- 
1d nÞþlate on my forlornd eſtate, fay- 
h h Ing to my felfe , How ſhould I 
areknow whether 1 bee ele&ed or 
earthot ? The ſpirit anſwered , either 
antþy a good life or true repentance, 
le which vpon examination was 
1d Jmall comfortto me, hauing nei- 
1OPFher performed the one, nor ende- 
1onoured the other. Whereupon 
JueFinding my ſelfe by the allure- 
artynents of Sathan , vanities of the 
fulyorld, and frailties of nature, 
iclÞbrought into ſo deſperate,wretch- 
atifed, and dangerous caſe, that if I 
- Kidnot forlake my lelte, there was 
Pegno ſaluation,bur damnation ; not- 
5 withſtanding his death and paſſi- 
eſtJon, which coniured mee by Gods 
ndpermiſhon , faichfullic to reſolue 
«| C 3 ro 


22 Theconfeſiion of a Prodipall. | 
to diſcard all pleaſures, doubts#h: 
ſcruples,or feares, and wholly de4p* 
pend vpon the ſweet ſaying of ourjr 
-:.. Sauiour, Though my ſinnes were Ih 
i. asred as ſcarlet , yer hee would}'0 
=. makethemas white as ſnowy ; if {bi 
lobe my repentance proceed from 
contrition of heart during life ; 04 
| cherwiſe I might feare , miſtruſt] 
[1 deſpayre, for I ſhould much rob 
God of his iuſtice in depending 
vpon his mercy , and damne my 
115. ſoule wich preſuming on his fa 
Tir Pal *5- your, when himſelte proteſterhi 
'{| they both kiſſecach other; eſpeci 
fl allic his preſeruarion from ſo ma 
[| ny dangers inthe world, and th 
f aſſaulrsin this my conflit , hath 
1 made me reſolutely to ſer my reſt 
| vpon the anchor of this hope, 
f 


that 


w-- 


0, | Theconfeſion of a Prodigal, 23 
bts hat if neither inward griefes nor 
- deJpenitent praiers by the mercies of 
ourlour Sautour cannot attaine vnto 
verdtheioyes of heauen ; I will firiue 
2uldJto mitigate my rorments in hell; 
: j{ bur certainelic I am reſolued ra- 
-onl therto ſuffer death , then commit 
; | any grieuous or wilfull {inne : for 
uſt) I ſhould accompt my ſclfe more 
ol accurſed then either Heathen, Pa- 
ing) gan > Furke or Infidell, by how 
my much my knowledge exceedes 
fad their ignorance, and his proui- 
ethi dence my baſeneſſe, in exhaling 
ci. me out of Sodome to Zoar,from an 
1a4 cuill bewitching Court, into ade- 
hed) lightfull ſolicarie Eaue, where no 
thi fraud, pride, nor deceipt inhabits. 
eſt} O my beloued Brother , if you or 
ef any other did but know the ineftt- 
atk | C 4 mable 
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_ mablehappineſle, which retired 


pa 


nefle bequeathes thoſe that dc4lee 
pend ypon Gods prouidence, andfble 


are rcſolued to encoumer temptay 


P1 


tion by reformation, 1 am contiþ be 
dent the man liues not that deſiros|d, 
preſcruation of his ſoule, . butÞno 
would rather affe& the lolitariefon 


continent-life, then all the pleas 
ſures of Solomon. Though 1 muſt 
confeſlethe firſt two months were 
both fearefull , dangetous ana de- 
ſperate ; butaſter repulſing the vi- 
zlent alluſions of Sathan by theſe 
generall pleas to all his afſaulting 
accuſations, alleadging , I both 
confirmed andacknovyledged his 
words to bee true, that the wic- 
kednefle of my life neither had, 
nor could deſcrue any hope,fauor 

Or 


.] 


cl 
(0) 
Al 

if 


The confeſiion of a Prodig all. 25 
t pardon , and that I confidently 


ta4npuniſhed,hauing the ſame God 
ati. be iudge, which nat onely crea- 


nowes how. opprobrious and 
ontemptible I haue beeneto all 
2as þs Lawes, Statures, and. Iudge- 


ords from my heart,that euerie 
11tull finne ſhould bee afflicted 


onfeſling that Gods ſacred iuſtice 
eſpeted no perſons, but rewar- 
led enery man according to his 
lelerrs ; and therefore hee might 
oft alured of mee when cuer my 
ayior was pleaſed to. pronounce 
is ſentence; for that 1 knew my 


d, redeemed, and preſcrued, but 


ents', giving credence to his - 


ith contrary:-particular torment, . 


26 Theconfeſiion of a Prodigal.” 7 
paſt life deſetued none other , anſj 
as for future, himſelfe warrants, 
could meritno other. Yetin regaſhg 
Gods vnſearchable prouidenþn 
gaue me life afrer fo many inhþe 
mane tranſgreſſions ; and bele$;r 
ving the comfortable ſayings 
Chriſts owne words: thoſe thingy; 
|  _ Whichare impoſſible to man,wabkti 
| 3arrs, NO Whit impoſſible to God , fy 
\: * thathedelired notthe death off; 
ſinner, but ioyes moreat the colſhjr 
uerſton of one offender,then nin{; 

tie nine righteous. Beſides himff 

{| ſelfe had made mee morecapabhhin 
| of apprehending Gods hatred this 
finne, ſeueritic in puniſhment,anin 

| his bleſſings preſumptuoully abqhe 
| ied by my baſeneffe. So that y c 
vwerea monſter in nature, if euthne 
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gal.) The confeſtion of a Prodigal. 27 
» aid more offend the Deietie of 
antgs ſacred name. For in commit- 


gang wilfull ſinne , I ſhould beeF®'*: 


denfÞotident it would trench againſt — 


inhþc Holy Ghoſt, atcributing, hee * 
cleQartly rewarded the prentiſhip of 
85 $y ſeruice in reuealing the naked 
unguth ofmy wretched eftate ; pro- 
ſting vpon the faith of my ſalua- 
, f$on, lechim ſay what he would, 
of ttempt what heecould , yet no+ 
colthing fhould alluremee (by Gods 
nngſhiſtance; neitherto deſpaire, nor 
himbFend my Creator more, burlea- 
ab ing ſoule, body, life and death;ar 
d this will and pleaſure; acknowled- 
Ping my ſelfe, that if he had made 
able one of his number, I had iuſt- 
at fy deſerued it ; and if his infinite 
euenercy ſaued mec, I muſt confeſfe 

it 


30 Theconfeſtion of a Prodigall.} 

it were a miracle. Howſocuer Þ{p 
would bee no longer diſobedienÞd 
for that might prooue ingratitud le 
ypon ingratitude ; I knowinguc 
what fauours God hath beſtow 
ed, and now hee telling mee whal 
offences 1 hauecommitred , afluf 
ring him, if hee were permitted td 
puniſh mee with bodily aMi&ior 
and temporall croſſes the morg 
I were certaine of ſpirituall con 
fort, Thus is, andeuer ſhall co 
tinue my reſolution by the help 
of him that made me ; for befor 
I hadfixed my heart, ſoule and 
{ences vpon this intire affeionJ! 
never to be violated by any ſtrataÞ 
gemes whatſoeuer, 1 was pet 
petually troubled with vacharti 
table thoughts, vaquiet feares, &Pcr 
deſperate 
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all, ihe confeſtion of a Prodigall. 3x 
1er {perate deſpaires ; but now L 
iene}de they are either leflened, or 
tudfiſe 1 am careleſle of them ; Inſo- 
zinguch, that my inward facultics 
wie mollified with a ſenſible humi- 
/halty, to offer vp my morning and 
fuÞcning ſacrifice,as a daily tri 
d af contrition, that ever I did 
Hotnd, and a trembling fteare for to 
,ordfend ; wherein onenight aboue 
>m{l the reſt I cannot chuſe but im- 
onfart the rapture of ſo much joy, 
-lpghat merchought my apprehenſion 
orFas transformed into another 
\ne$cmiſphere, yetdurſt not preſume 
onſſn his mercy for feare of robbing 
taÞis1uftice, by reaſon I could ne- 
err arraine to ſo high a pitch of 
ri-ſeleſtiall happinefſe, but in a lo- 
&þcr orbe of teares and forrowes, 
16 ro 


30 The confeſiion of a Prodigall 
to which I aſcribe God the glorſvt 
For when I my ſelfe was a confpill 
panion of others, thoſe diſciplinff a 
poſternes were as heathen greelſſc| 
to me, which nov they proogjin 
my daily delights of recreation, yſul 
ſhall never be ar quiet vatill hay," 
obtained the period ofthar formQte 
feliciry , which if nightly warcjak 
ing, daily faſting,continuall prafſec 
ing, or corporall affliction , cafy 
extract this vnparalleld comforyou 
I will remaine conſtant, by tip! 
permiſſion of God during life:oqpd 
ly reſeruing ſo much time fqul: 
nouriſhing the faculties of natunfi 
that I may continue the longeſte 
Bur peraduenture ſome of yore 
lukewarme diuines will not a$#e 
mit of this life, though 1 am mir 1 
OWTI 


zall The confeſion of a Prodigal. 31 
lorfvnetaskemaſter:yet I hope you 
confill not build vpon the Theory 
plief anothers opinion , more than 
reelc praQtiſe of your Brother , that 
oojinioyned toloue you as his own 
n,ygulc; howſocuer for my particu- 
,may Incuer proſper inthis my 
rm@terprize , if all deuines ſhould 
archake it nor lawvfull by rhetorick, 
prafſecch, or traditions from Adam, 
cy would not refle& the leaſt 
forjought of reuolt : for thatI haue 
; thpyncd more knowledge , hope, 
:of}d comfort to my oppreſled 
+ fqule in this one yeere of retired- 
tuple, than fowre prentifhips be- 
1geſre; yet I take God to witneſle, 
yogere is no man breathing that 
 aQcth a more greate reucrence 
ninÞ cheir fun&ion and doAarine, 
WI then 


33 The confeſiion of a Prodigal 
then my ſelfe. But if his diui 
permiſſion amplifies a bleſling 
my {econdedition (as my hop: 
depending) I will give ſuch an 
ſured fatisfa&ion,that your he: 
ſoule, and {ences ſhall ſay, Godt 
the author, and man ſubie&t 
palpable erronious errours. 
the meane time following 
preſident of holy Dauid , my tri, 
is in God,and therefore I feare 
what fleſh can doe ynto me. 
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Tour Brother ,though a deſert \ 
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ay wen, andonly Fudge 
e of Earth. 

' UrB-;e humble petition of thy diſtreſſed 
and deietted creature , the ſuper- 
latiue Prodigal. 


Deitic of thy pious Ma- 

eſtie, in what not, thats ill, with 
aln@icleQarion of affetion ; whereb 

| haue loft the birthright of creati- 
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34 | 
on, preſeruation, and redemprtionþet 
which my faireſt hopes canngghy 
preſume thou wilt breake thhc 
wholecourſe of thy iuſtice , in qghe 
mitting ſo many crying ſinnes ti 
clcape vnpuniſhed. For that 
muſt acknowledge with ſoul: 
heart and conſcience,it thou ſau! 
meit is a miracle : and if thou r: 
fuſeſt, it were but juſt juſtice ; aÞjrur 
ſuring my ſelte in forbearing th 
chaſtiſing affection , I thall eu 
deſpaire of thy mercy,and be conf 
dent of permanent puniſhment 
for that the penſill of holy Wrigda 
which will not be violated , hati wi 

plainely expreſſed, thoſe whonſſta: 

thou receiueſt , thou chaſteneRY lit 
and that their long laughing mulſ th: 
be turged into bitter mourning 
betore 


35 
ionþefore they haue any true hope of 
andghy grace, fauour or pardon, O 

ththen deare Mediatour / 1 beſcech 
n qghce minitter dayly on me thy dif- 


eStcipline correQion : and whenÞo3. 


at thou thinkeſtic meet , let my in- 
ulquvard griete be my ioy, the agony 
welſof dearh my comfort : but if thoſe 
2 rgwill not penetrate my flinne na- 
; aFrure, to make mee glorifie thy vn. 
thEſpcakeable bleſsings, and appre- 
euehend my baſe ingratitnde; Grant 
onfimce ſweet Sauiour a feeling inſpi- 
entfration of torments due vnto the 
Vrigdamned , that it then I may not 
atly without robbing thy Iuſtice ob. 
on tame by thy Mercie a ſharein thy 
eftÞ lutterings ; Yer I humbly pray 
wlſ thee, let me be a ſecond Dines VP- 
ng o1 carth ; for admonilhing my 
ore Dz poore 


36 : 
oore Chriſtian brethren to pres |» 


( 


uent the like fall of ſo tatall a dan: C 

ger, and therather, for that choul& | 6: 
erceiueſt offendours bee not ſol. 
much terrified by thy 1udgementy; 

pronounced in holy Writ; asthey| 

are mollified at the fight of mor 

tall creatures mileries. Wherein it i 

makes me tearc Sathan by thy perſk 

miſs1on hath a more predominateſfen 

power, then thou that createſt{Glc 

them. All which I leaue to thyſab. 

diuine Sacred will, and vnſearch- ng 

able mercie ; begging pardon forſelai 

my bold preſumption, orif thouſtho 

Mars,s. Pleaſe to make interceſsion, andjho | 


lay Amento my petition. he 


Y by 
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(Sf: Deare and Immortall 


Or 
nit x 1 God! I thy abies crea- 
xcrkanzats ture haue 1o highly of- 
atcfended thy Deitic, Eſſence, and 
eſifGlory, in prophaning thy Name, 
thyÞþbuſing thy Bleſsings, and flight- 
ching thy Sufferings , that 1 dare 
forfclaime no pruiledge by thy death, 
'Ouſho comfort in thy promiles, nor 
ndno fauour from thy mercies : but 
the rigour of punithment , the 
wrath of iuſtice, and reward of 
the damned. O milerie of all mi- 
[befferies what hauel loſt! thy Glory 
D 2 that 


” OY TOR 


that made mee , thy Sonne thatÞ"s 

dyed for mee, and thy Spirit tha! 

ſan&ified me. Is there a creaturgme 

from Adam fo wretched { way! 

there a child conceiued from Eualſall 

more miſerable ? then 1 that haug}fo! 

Jolt the ioyes of heauen, and pu ip 
chaſtthe fare of hell. O my birch}<2 

lite and death , Lam wvrapr in ſor/M 

row, hauing {mall hope bur in di le 
pairing, no comfort butin grief} P! 

uing, nor any ioy but in lamenþ th 
ting.O thou falſe heart and curle C 
ſenſes, why were. yee made t| 
bring my foule in torture , ang 
your ſelues in torment, to denif 
them will not auaile you, to exf 
pett pardon is vnpolsible, to conf 
feſſe them will hardly - mitigate 
them, O then deare Sauiour , ſecf 
10g 
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thaſing 1 haue brought wy {elfe by 
chafinfull preſumption, to perma- 
turdnent perdition : yer ler mee beg ar 
iayithy hands the agony of indiuidu- 
z14)all forrow, which thou ordaineſt 
12u$for the damned ; that if then the 
purſ/ ſpectacle of my deſerued maladic 
irchþ cannot diflolue thy juſtice into 
ſor mercy, yet may mitigatemy end- 
difþ {efſe ni{ery, and not die like a ftu- 
rich pid dog void of fence, knowing 
ienf thou madeſt me the image of thy 
| Creature, 


40 
FEIEDICOIEDIED 
OROHOY $3 


(w 7,00 14 Þff es 7 es] 277 aw 17 es Wh 


The Contemplation of a 
Prodigall. 


Y God, Creatour and 

Sauiour of the world, 

as not I made thy 

FF image to ſerue and 
brite none her but thy ſelfe* 
How falles it out ( deare Father) 
that I haue beene more contemp- 
tible againit all thy Lawves , Sta- 
tutes and Bleihngs, then a ſauage 
beaſt 1 cannot belceue it procee- 
ded from originall finne, in that 
thy ſacred (cltc ſuffered tor ſinne ; 
- nor from my conception, for that 
thou defireſt my preleruation ; 


but 


41 
but alrogerher by Sathans aflaul- 
ting, the worlds prouoking , na- il 
tures betraying, and my owne j 
{tiffenecked tran{greflion. Whar | 
reaſon then can my ſelfe or mor- | 
tall man conceiue, that thou wilc | 
laue me , when Ineuer truely ſer- 

ued, nor honoured thee ? Artnot 
thou a juſt Iudge, as thou hail ler.zs. | 
beene a mercifull Sauiour 5 To | 
plead weaknefle auailes not, wil- {f 
fulnefle I dare not , nor wanting 
thy aſſiſtance I cannot. Where- | 
fore then doeſt thou giue mee IM 
longer ſuſtentation, when thou ill 
knovveſt I haue deſerued damna- ; 
won 5 1s it for that thou wilrex-. {| Fi 
ceed in thy mercies to increaſe my 16. Y | 
miſeries* Orelle are not my ſinnes © [i 
ully complear for thy derermined | 
ſufferings 4 


bad... Au 


42 


ſufferings ? Why, thou knowelt| 
Sathan offended = but once, [| 


hauc euer , they both obey and| 
teare thee, I haue neuer. What 
madneſle then vwvould ic be in mee 
to preſume that thou wilt breake 
the whole courle of thy zuttice 
for my fake * knowing in mine 
ovwne conſcience I haue loſt the 
benefit of thy redemption by my 
wilfull preſumption : otherwiſe 
might bee contident through vn- 
fained repentance to haue aflu- 
rance of faluation by thy death 
and paſhon : which now grieues 
the intralles of my ſoule , in that 
was ſuch a curſed reprobace ro 
crucifie thee who lufferedſt on the 
. Crofle to {aue me: fo that accor- 
ding to humane iudgement my 

talent 


——— 
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| calene is eternall corment. Hovv- 
 ſoeuer I bequeaththe diſpoſureof 
my deieQed {oulero thee, which _— 9» 
ſhedſt thy innocent bioud on the 
behalte of me. But why ſhould I 
being ſo bale a creature rcaſon 
with thee that art my maker, 
knowing the clay ought not con- 
reſt with the potter, For it is in 
thy power and not in mine, to 
make meea vellell of honour or 
diſhonour. Therefore in obedi- 
ence tothy vnlearchable Deity, I 
will ſurceale all diſputations, and 
endeuour to preuent worldly per- 
turbations ; that I may hn lo 


much hope to be thy creature, as 
my beleete aflures mee thou art 


my Creatour, 


The 
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| ſpiracies, but by thy diuine prout- 


44 
1 TAIT 
DS 


<>), 4 1 > 4 wi] 4 VV 


| 

The eAgonie- of 4- 4 
Pr "odigall, thy 

On 


My ſacred Creator, and| iro 
celeſtiall Father, didft | wil 
| not thou make me of | wc 
* running water and Jpat 
ruddie carth ? Doeſt thou nor ſee [ut 
how Sathan aſſaults me ? how the Þthc 
world 1ninates me? and hovy my Jet 
ownenature betraies me 5 O my [my 
God how then canſt thou but in me 
pittie take compailion vpon me 5 Pe: 
knowing | haue no power to pre- [th 
uent any of theſe precedent con- [th 


dencc. 


ayxXYc 
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dence, Wilt thou then leaue mee 
'to my ſelte, that I might appeare 
worſe miſerable than the beaſt 
which periſherth * O be morecha- 
ricable, for chatthou madeſt mee 
thy image ; caſt bur thine eie vp- 
on mee, and turne not thy face 
from me ; then trie whether thou 
wilt demie thy mercy vnto mee; 


were not, ſweet Sauiour, my firſt 
parents ſinners 5 Did notthy ſelfe 
luffer for ſinners? and proteſtediſt 
thou deſireſt not the death of ſin- 
ners. Shallthen the iniquities of 
my onely offences blot out the re- 
membrance of thy immortal mer- 
ciess When thou art my aduocate, 
[the oftender; thou my redeemer, 
[the debtor. Let mee not then 
periſh for want of thy prote&tion, 

when 
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v7hen it 1s not riches , nor honor, 
1 would haue; O my Fathes, no! 
or reicalenent of my miſeries | 
leeke; O my Father, ao ! or hea- 
uen | beg ; O my Father, I darc 
not preſume, no! nor any thing | 
craue ; but the increaſe of penitent 
teares ht for rran{greflors, and (or: 
rowes due to finners; O my Saui- 
our, no ! How then cant thou de- 
nie me* when I lue for no more, 
but what thy ſelte hath aſſured 
me ? O my Chriit! are theſe the 
eyes that haue diſpleaſed thee ; le: 
them receive no light through 
thee: is this the heart, which hath 
diſhonoured thee ; let it bleed to 
death for thee Is this the Afleſl 
which hath offended thee ? let hire 
be her tuecll by thee, Are thelc 

the 
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the bones which haue brought 
me woe *< let them bee burnt, and 
borne no more, Or are thelethe 
ſences which haue ſinned againſt 
thee* let them bea liuing tacrifice 
tothee. O my God, I am rackt 
with griete, that I cannot grieue z 
and perplext in repentance, that I 
know not how to repent, For to 
proceed after the worlds weake- 
nefle, 1 ſuſpeR thou ſeeſt their 
wilfull ignorance. Andif I fol- 
low thy Goſpels proteſſours, I 
feare thou findit them full of {can- 
dall, diſtra&ion, and worldly per- 
turbation. What chicn ( {weet Sa- 
uiour) will become of me torlorne 
creature, that haue no reliefe * but 
{innesto ſuccour me , Sathan to 


ailiſt me, anda guilty conſcience 
co 


4.8 
co comfort mee ; withour thy ſa-| 
cred {uffcrings make interceſhonf j 
for me, and accept thy Saints ob. 
lations for ſinners to thee , 1 ſhall 
be forced to curle my conception, 
and with my mothers wombe, 
had beene my tombe , to haue 
formed me a lumpe of fleſh with. 
ourlite, or any creature but thy 
image; for then had 1 led accor- 
ding to creation, and not liable to 
etzrnall damnation. Yet, moſt 
mercifull and immortall father, 
ſhould my agonied ſoule ſuſpea 
ro ſuffer {hipwracke , when thou 
guideit the ſterne ?or deſpaire and 
die, when thou art liuing? or curſe 
her birth when thou art in being! 
O my Goa, rather let her taſtethe 
tortures of hell , then be depriued 


of 


| of life, and loſe her hopes in the 
joyes of heauen, let then Sarhan 
aflay his beſt, and the wicked 
world her worit, my deieacd 
ſoule hath ſer vp her reſt in 
thee that made her to {aue 
her ; LordI beſeech 
thee to ſay A 


men, 
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T he Supplication of 4_- 
Prodigall. 


Vo. Y God, my refuge , my 
2 *@Þ mercy , how dare I re- 
| E member thy grearnelle, 
when the billowes of my crying 
{innes haue raifd the wrath of thy 
Omnipotent perſon ;_ who out 
of meere diuine lone to pious cha- 


ritie,createdit me after thine owne 
image , redeemed mee being loſt, 


and in a word gaue mee all I euer | 


had; yet haue I ſo much diſhonou- 
red the Deitie of thy glory , thatl 


made the pleaſures of this lite, my 
Gods 
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Gods on carth, and now they are 
turn'de my tormenting accuſers of 
Death; O Sacred Father,bequeath 
the plagues of Egypt for my ta- 
leat, rather then this decerttull 
world to my portion, which hath 
not onely bred me diſobedient to- 
wards thee that made mee, a trai- 
rour to thy Sonne that dyed for 
me ; burſacrihc'de my owne ſoule 
to be the fuell of hell fire. O dead- 
ly life of immortall death , what 
{hall I tearmerhee? the ſhape of 
a Chriſtian , which withour thy 
Sacred interceſſion for thy neuer 
dying metcies , 1 ſhall remaine 
| quickened with the fiend of bell, 
to future ages for euer. O do not 
thou {weet Sauiour forget the pit- 
te of thy goodnes, though I haue 
> 3 loſt 
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loft the dutie of my obedience;but 


rant the fame fauour to me, thou 
gauelt the thiete vpon the Crofle, 
looke vpon the teares of my miſe- 
rics with the pailons of thy mer- 
cies,andif neither grictes,groancs, 
ſighcs, nor ſorrowes can appeale 
thy wit vwrach : why didit thou 
make mee? wherctore was thy 
death? whom wilt thou ſaue ? or 
art thou another God now, then 
when thou wert mercitull co the 
oppreſſed, a Father of the godlie, 
and an aduocare for the damned 
if they repented. O then enrich 
my ſoule with a divine {orrovy for 
my ioy,the agony of death for my 
comfort , that 1 may neither pre- 
{ume of thy fauour, nor deſpaire 
of thy mercie ; but haue thy great 
Name 
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Name glorified, thy Sacred death 
ſacisfhed, and thy poore forlorne 
ſinner ſaued, Lord I beſcech thee, 


lay Amen 


« The _— 
Prayer. 


== Dearc and omnipo- 
: => | tent God, [I heete 


ES) barbarous and inhu- 

mane ſinnes which 

Sathan can obiec againſt the cur- 
ſeatt creature liuing, For I hauc 
preſumptuouſlie committed more 
riots and offences,then either Hex 
then, Pagan, Turke or Infidell, 
beſides rreacherouſlie made thy 
name a cloakefor my ovwne vil- 


Janie. Thus,deare Sauiour, hauc 
[ 
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[lived a ſmooth fa&our for Sa- 
than, to the vtter ſubuerſton and 
depriuation of eternall felicitie, 
and purchaſed the reward of con- 
demnation with endletle milſcrie. 
Breake, O my big ſwollen hearc, 
leſt a chunderbolt from heauen 
preuent thee. Guſh foorth into a 
Hood of teares, thou Crocodile by 
nature, in being ſuch a curſed re- 
probateto forgetthy maker,a Di= 
ueil incarnate for crucifying thy 
Redeemer. Ah ſauage beaſt .could 
neither creation, redemption, nor 
dailie bleſſings mollfae my flntie 
heart to honour thee as a father, 
feare thee as a God, or loue thee 
as a Sauiour , but muſt ſo Tudas- 
like, ſacrifice thy image tothe ene- 
mie, thy curteſies to crueltie , and 


E 4 thy 


5zO 
thy redemption to my dreadfull 
dettrudtion. O indignation of the 
Aimightie, fall not vpon mee, 
though I haue ſowedthe vnerate- 
full (eed of Plutarchs aire for Scor- 
pions to bite my fleth, and ſnakes 
toſucke my bloud. Yer, moſt mer. 
cifull Father, ſhould my milerable 
{oule :deſpaire, when thy omnipo- 
ten* perlon dic tor deietted f1n- 
ners { Orcan I preſume to hope, 
ſeeing thou haſt punithed thy dea- 
reſt {eruants for letle offences < 
Neuer( O Lord) in my vwretched 
ſelte,but by the vnſpeakable death 
and paiton which is able to re- 
leeuethe 11cke, heale the lame, re- 
{tore the blinde, and helpe the di- 
{tretled to thee,1 ſubmiſſiue come; 
whole ſacred wiledome knowes 
that 


51 
that man is rottennefle, his deſires 
vanitic,and life miſeric. Wilt thou 
therfore ſhew thy ftrength againſt 
{o poore a worine as man, that 
hath neicher creation, preſeruari- 
on, nor habitarion, but by thy di- 
vine prouidence { O then, deareſt 
Father, remit the execution of thy 
uſtice;enlarge the liberalitic of thy 
mercie, and excend thy holie ſpi- 
tir on me thy loſt ſcruant, tha: [ | 
may neither curſe my birth nor 

being, thou repent of thy creation | 

or redeeming ; to the end | night | 
liue in thy feare,die in thy favour, | | 

[ 

| 

| 


ret 1n thy peace, rile in thy POW- 
er, and remaine in thy glorie. 
Lord I beleech thee ſay Amen. 


The 
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Law 1, pin. pete ea 


Tothe_ Rioht Honourable, 
VV1LLtiam, Earle 
of Derby. 


= "Mi lonored Lord 
4 | doe not know 
SN Fane tar this my 
(olirary life may 
) trench into the 


your Lordſhips graue cenſure, 
Therefore I thought beſt to re 
commend thoſe zenerall reaſons 
vvhich were the occaſions of my 
reuolt from the world : aſſuring 
your Lordſhip it was not the too- 


liſh 


dif {pleaſure of 


thi 


in 
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liſh fantaſie of my wandring 
thoughts, but a ſerious conſidera- 
non of my former tranſgreſſions, #6, 
with an inward meditation of the:3: 
{mall time thar God will ſtay for 
mans conuerſion or cuerſion, 
ade me bequeaththe remainder 
ot my daics tothis priuate Cell,by 
your Lord(hips afſlitting permilſi- 
on, Ye: peraduenture {ome will 
aileadge to your Honour, that 
this courſe of retiredneſle is nei- 
ther commanded nor commen- 
ded ; what others out of igno- 
rance may obicR, far bee it from 
your Lordihip ſo to judge. Forit | 
hath beene practiſed by the beſt 3:3: 
lort of Chriſtians eucr ſinceſicp 
Chriſtstime,with ſuch preciſe and = 
ſtrict ſeueritic, as they did not on- 

lie 


2 Cor. 6 
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liereſiſt all externall a&s offinne, ,, 

but chaſtifed their bodies with 
corporall attiiction, which is ma- 
niteſt inthe lives of the Apoſtles, 
by their much faſting , watching 
and praying Likewile Saint Aw- 
guſtines conuerfion, and Saint Je- 
romes approbation of Paul and 4n- 
fony the Heremites , beſides the 
diſcipline he vſed ypon his ovvne 
bodie; with manic other ancient 
Fathers , which for feare of being 
redious , 1 omit, So that it theſe 
holie men were fain to vndertake 
ſuch ftrair capriuitie for gaining of 
heauen, what puniſhment ſhould 
Iendure for preuenting of hell, 
whoſe whole courle of life hath 
beene a race of errours : eſpeciallic 
when the ſpirit of God dailie 
' __ knockes 
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knockes art my heart to proſecute 
the lame auſteritie ; winch giues 
mee a more cleare reuclaticn of 
Gods fauours, where now I fhnde 
the theorie ſo much to be true by 
pracite, thar I call God to witnes 
[am no moreableto expreſſethe 
telicities I enjoie, then remember 
the catologue of my paſt offen- 
es, let therefore other men thinke 
5 they pleaſe of this alteration,, @,,, | 
i {uthciently contents me that the 34- i | 
Saints in heauen reioyce at my Wig | 
conuerſion, For God hath ſpo- Wi 
ken peace to my ſoule, my ſoule | 
preacheth peace to my conlſci- Lift 
ence, my con{crence ſings a com- | F 
fortable fvveet All-haileto my ſad | 
heart ; and ſhould the world, the 
fleſh, orche Deuill ſound all their 


moſt 


ne, 


114- 
es, 


ng 
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moſt powerfull inftraments to 
plucke from this my reſolution, 
they may ſacrifice my fleſh vpon 
the worlds Altar,but my faith thal 
be ſo ſure found hanging vpon 
the hornes of this Sanftum Sante 
rum as my heart is confident tha 
your Lordthips former fauour 
conferd on me was preordaind 
to be a meanes of ſealing your re- 
demption by the death and palli- 
on of our Sauio!1r, were your pal 
tranſgreſlion red as fcarlet;for that 
I am bounde to acknowledge VI- 
der God your Honours affable 


' curteie eſtabliſhed my regenera- 
tion, and what the reward is in 


., gaininga ſoule, belceue not mee 
"*but thepromiſe of Chriſt exprelt 


in holy wrt. Humbly intreating 
your 


63 
your Lordſhip fo farre to conti- 
nue your reſpeR, as when any 


(hall queſtion my fidelitic,aduile 
them to ſuſpend their cenſure till 
the fortunare, fatall,cribunall day 

of iudgement ; which will decide 
the queſtion without malice, The 
rather for that each of vs were 
baptized with the ſigne of the 
Croſſe, and both erdeuouring to 
ait the ſame marke though with 
leuerall ſhafts. Bur if it ſhould fall 
out to be knowne, that they them- 
(clues continue in any one wilfull 
linne, your Lordſhip may boldlie 
Five NO more credence to their 
language in points of Religion, 
then to a periured man in caſeof 
atriall, Foras the Law will not 


admit of the one, certainlie God 
EL, will 
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will not allow of the other ; whe 
the pcnfill of boly Writ confirm: 


lol. 2. 
7 thatthe Diuell holds them as 


by one ſinneas by a thouſand, Al 
which I leaue to your Honou 


anl 


graue iudiciall iudgement , 
relt, 


Your euerliving Beadſman, 


Thomas Buſhel 
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To the onely ſonne and bloud 
of my owne body. 


== 9 obey me vpon pe- 
naltie of erernall puniſhment, that 


wilfullie breakes the couenant ; if 


my aduertiſement agree with the 
pen{ill of the holie Ghoſt, other- 

wiſe thouart free, Ionly bound; 
which to auoid thedanger of my 
part, I haue, as God hath enabled 
my illiterate and humane appre- 
F henfion, 
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henſion , bequeathed vnto thee 
by my wofull experience, a bricte 
divine , and morall way, how to 
proſtrate thy louing obedience 
towards God and man, for the ſu. 
rer preuenting Natures frailty, the 
ſaterie of thy owne ſoule , Gods 
gloric , and the diſcharge of a fa- 
thers dutie , thatthou mightſt not 
curſe thy birth, I thy being, nor 
diuine prouidence repent of thy 
making ; hoping the preſident of 
my late erroneous life , will cauſc 
thine to bereligious;orherwile my 
iniquitics will bee added to thy 
tranſgreſſions, though no cale to 
each of our ſufferings. Let there- 
torethy internall facultics of body 
and ſoule be zcalous rowards thy 


Creator in keeping, his Comman- 
dements 


69 

dements with atrembling teare of 
violating the leaft, anda willing 
defire to pertorme themall; info 
doing, thy mortalitic is ſureto bee 
ratifhed with immortall glorie; Let 
his juſt juſtice cuer go before thee, 
and his infinire mercie will not 
faile to followy thee. Ler thy me- 
ditations be alwaies vpoun our Sa- 
uiours ſufferings ; then thou cant 
not be {o ingrateas to forget his 
bleſſings, nor neglect thy duties. 
Giue thankes to thy maker tor thy 
nights flecping, and morne was 
king, with humble deſire of his 
continuall prouidence for theday 
following ; and at night call thy 
ſclfe ro a firi& account of what 
good deedes thou baſt omitted ; 
and | whar offencesthou haſtcom- 

F2 mitted; 
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mitted ; who were the occaſions 
of the.one, and neglect of the 0- 
cher, from ſack refraine, vnleſle 
thou canſt command hy ſelte, 
not they thee: but if they proceed 
trom thine ovvne iſtjffenecked na- 
ture, condole thy infirmity , cha- 
ſtize thy iniquitic with continuall 
abſtinency, vntill thou findſt rea- 
ſonand religion to maſter thy pal- 
{ion and afteQion ; by this means 
thou wilt cuer after ſleepe in 
peace, continue obedient, and re- 
mainein ſ{afetie ; but on the con- 
trarie,asthy conception was wret- 
ched, {othy life will bee lamenta- 
ble, thy death miſerable, and thy 
torments incuirable. Let therefore 
thy beleeuing; taich bee grounded 
vpon 'rhe rockeChrilbleſus ; for 


thay 
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that is the true Religion ; the 0+ 
thers are toſt vpon the waues of 
time , proceeding rather from 
mens frailrie, then any letled veri. 
tie, Yetleſt thy conſcience ſhould 
be eclipſed , and thy continuance 
reuerted into the dreadfull danger 
of a lukewarme Chriſtian, by be. 
holding ſo many graue Senatours 
of {cuerall Religious opinions ; I 
haue held it expedient vpon my 
death bed, and according to my 
engagement, as the ſoule of mee 
muſt anſwer the ſame at the tribu- 
nall day of iudgement , to preſent 
vnto thy internall ſpirits thele re- 
cited precepts, Let thy heart and 
conſcience bee incorporate to the 
bodie of Chriſts vniuerſal Catho- 
like Church , performing ſofarre 

v4 as 


—_ n_ - PG tes at 
<*3, a4 6 of _ —— J_ 
pm—_ -- - 
. 
_— —— _— RY ON ELEC = A _ 


as im thcelieth, all theſeprelcripti- 
Ons, which he hath enjoined thee 
to obſerue,obey and keepe in holy 
writ; and whenthy conſcience, 
rogether wich thy ghoſtly Father, 
approoues of thy nabilitie, ro bee 
capable of the Sacramentall mer- 
cie, make a true confeſſion of thy 
lite paſt , with an inward repen- 
caat contrition , that euer thou 
didſt offend, and a conſtant reſo- 
lution by Gods permiſſion neuer 
more willing to offend : but {uffer 
death rather then violate thy con- 
dition ; as aftervvards to commit 
a hainous ſinne, or wiltully con- 


tinue in any other, This being zea-. 


louſhe kepr, God warrants thee 
ſaluation, who then will accuſe 


thee? thy conſcience cannot, and 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath proteſted he will not, 
if thou doeſtthy vemoſt endeauor 
to performethy couenant: and as 
for mans accuſation thou know'lt 
hee is arraind at the barre with 
thee, how can heeiiudge or con- 
demne thee, when all his hopeis 
vpon our Sauiours Mercie to re- 
deeme himlelfe, But if afterwards 
thou ſhouldeſt wilfully continue 
repleat in any one finne, thy con- 
ſcience reiterating daily theſame, 
and yet wilt obſtinatehie perſevere 
in hope of his mercy, I might 
juſtly ſuſpe& das receiuing, and 
feare thy damnation , when the 
pen{ill of the holy Ghoſt hath ex- 
preſt, He that ſinneth wilfullic af- 
ter receiving the knowledge of 
truth, there remaines no more fa- 


F 4 crifice 


74 

crifice for {inne, but a fearfull loo» 
king for iudgement. O then fleſh 
of my fleſh,let my preſent tortures 

reuent thy future torments ; for 
[call God to witnefle I now wiſh 
one of my limbs had periſht when 
I conſenced to wilfull ſinne, or re- 
ceiued 'martirdome when I com- 
mitted mortall ſinne ; doe not 
then perlcuere in offending, nor 
delay thy conuerſion,for 1 ſhould 
ſooner curſe thy begetting, than 
ioy in thy being, or hope of thy 
atchiuing to Gods Kingdome. 
Trouble not thy felfe with pur- 
gatorie,for teare of falling into the 
perpetuall puniſhment, but ſpend 
the remainder of thy daies in almſ- 
deeds, faſting, praying and the 


like, for the ſurer preuenting of 
both 
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both, and gaining of heauen. 
Truſt alwaies in Gods proui- 
dence, then thy owne conſcience 
will be ſure to dire& thee better 
then mens counlells ; yer in {pirt- 
wall negotiations, and how farre 
thou maielſt trench into temporall 
affaires,vvithour preiudiceto ſoule 
2r bodie. Be vigilantto ioyneal. 
waies thy ghoſtly fatherin com- 
miſſion with thy conſcience, but 


in fletthy conſcience bee of the co- 
1y ram ; for he cannot ſaue thee, 
E. [the other may condemne thee, 


though he muſt anſwere it it hee 
either negle& or dire& thee 
wrongtully ; howſoeuer. his tor- 
ture will be no mitigation to thy 
torment, Obey the King to the 
lofle of life, fortune, wite or fami» 


ly, 
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ly, but let thy conſcience receiw 


O! 


noimpreliiion contrary to its ownhpir 
u; 


diretion : tor it thy ſoucraigne he 
vertuouily giuen, he will neue 
prelle thee ; it otherwiſe folloy 
thy Saujours words, feare no 


thoſe thar deſtroy the body, bu 


loueand feare him which can del 


ſtroy both foule and body. Figh 
not againſt any Nation that doth 


baptile with ſgne of the Croflþ 


and beleeues the inviſible Trin: 


tie, without thou art commandetſ 
by thy Soucraigne or inuaded by 


themſelues ; ſo ſhall thy hands be 
freed from the guilt of chriſtian 
blood ; ftand not ſo much vpon 
the title or theorie of religion, a! 
the praiſe in religion ; for what 
isacrowne withouta Kingdome, 

honour 


-elthonour without vertue, or lear- 
OWnping withour perſeuering;neither 
1ehune after the diuine and hidden 
nyſteries of predeſtination,cle&t- 
"n, deſtinie and the like ; 'for in 
y conſcience they are left eclip- 
ed, andas ftumbling blocks for 
ceming-wiſe men to ſtagger at. 

herefore reſt thy ſoule vpon 
his refolution, that althoughthe 
auſes be not knowne to thee, yet 
ndoubtedly chey cannot be vn- 
detfiuſt, being preordaind by the a- 
byflcred Iudge ofall Iudges. Shew al- 
$ be waies a teuerent obedience to the 
lupreme head of the Church vn- 
der Chriſt Ieſus,and giue credence 
totheir canon lawves, but not as 
canonicall ſcripture, chough they 
were debated by the conſiſtorie 


of 


_—— _— 


-8 
ofcounſels, and eſtabliſhed to beqte. 
reall in the firength of mans capaynl 

- Citie, yet they receiued an impreſſcla 
ſion of mortall trailtie ever finqþÞb 
the fall of our firſt parents ; howþp C 
ſoeuer owe dutie to them all as laſs, 
boures of holy fathers, but failgair 
not to follw thoſe which thojea 
findeſt plainely quoted in ſcripſy « 
ture, or recorded in thy conlcigfft 
ence : ſo (halt thou offend noneſer; 
but pra&ile all that God will r&o1 
quire at thy hands, And if thqphi 
controuerſie in ſupremacie ſtartlyo 
thy fidelitie, chole rather the exon 
planation of ſcripture to decide theſat 
queſtion, than mans diſputation;ſvh 
ſo ſhall thy heart not onely hautput 
the rock of Chriſt thy leader, buther 
his divine inſpiration vpon Peterho 


the 
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 beqhe Apoſtle for thy ſupporter, and 
apahnlefle thou findiſt it recald by re- 
preſiclation I would not aduiſe thee 
[inc belecue tradition. Doe homage 
owpp God inall ſangified holy pla- 
$ lifes, and giue due glory to all 
failgaints and Angells, as inuifible 
:hogrearures, already conſummated 
criphy Chriſt Jeſus, But thinke not 
uciFfmeriting heauen, for then lam 
>nefertaine to behold thee in hell; 
| refough thou hadft fulfilled the 
th&hole lawy, yet thy originall ſin 
rtlqyould accuſe thee, thy preſump- 
exon condemne thee, and Chriits 
thefeath a witneſſe againſt thee, 
>n;Þvho then vvill ſaue thee 2? none; 
aueJut the ſentence of Lord haue 
butfercie ypon thee: onely thus farre 
*erfiou mayeſt. goe according to hu- 
the mane 
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So 
mane iudgement, and not detdfy 
gate from the diadem of his {put 
cred Deitie,belecuing through hjb0 
alliſting proyident compaſionput 
thou ſtandeſtin a more {ſure capho 
tainty of faluation then wheat 


thou livedſt in worldly perturbghy 


_ tion, owe an obſeruant obediendſo Aa 


to thoſe thar are ele&ed in _thÞ : 
place of Gods miniſters, yet conÞat 
verſe with none but thoſe whoſld- 
lives are anſ{werable to their prqpſer 
feſlion. In ſo doing thou wilt pry 
uent the ones vice and reape tis 

others vertue: torthou canſi ner 
expect to finde all true Leuitpot 
when Chriſt himſelfe found ofthe 
in tweluea traytor, Giue placetſquc 
thy betters, reſpe& thy elders; eÞd 
pecially choſe that arc in authorf/hi 


$1 
lergy ; andgoeto law with no man 
s faþut in thy owne defence ; yerif 
h bgbou cantt not play thy part with- 
Honpur patlion, acquite the ſtage, for 
 chou hadſt better to loſe thy repu- 
v hegation and reuenue than hazard 
irbJby ſoule and body. Be curteous 
zenfoall men, hate no man,doe good 
_ tho any nfan, eſpecially to thoſe | \ 
corpat cannot require thee, Honour of || 
hoſld-age, reuerence thy ghoſtly ta- | 
prqpcr, 1and if it be poſſible remaine il 
 prifiy ſelfe ſingle, but aboue all of Ws | 
e tis part ; o ſhalt thou be freed | 

| nom ſuſpeing a third perſon, 

.uieÞough the «dacred integritie ofthe 

orffhers fatherly friendſhip may be 
cefſquall, yet nature will beiealous, 
z; end make thee alwaies {uſpiczous, | | 
zorfyhich in time might proue perni- | | 
CiOus, | | 


$2 


cious. Deuotea daily.dutie toth, 
ſe& of women, and when the 
beholdeſt any whoſe ornament 
are decent, commend them,if cur 
teous, requite them ; if charitabl 
extoll them ; if vertuous , ador 
them ; bur if vicious, loath them 
ifambirious, ſcorne them ; andi 
malicious, ſhunne therh ; ſo ſha 
thou bee freed from the ones-inj 


quitie,and ſhare in the others ve 
tue : forthere is no ſuch compani 
on, asa diſcreet,religious woma 
which to my great. comfort hai 
knownethe one, and to my ou 


to forlake the celeſtiall rites :ofJnc 


fingle life, co obtayne the ſociet 
-ofatemporall wite ; let her ve 
ud 


4 


| $3 
Otid cues be the foundation of thy affe- 
ion, and thy conicience debate 
ypon confirmation before thou 
Cur] conclude a reſolution, that Gad 
abl may honour the vnion,and your 
dow ſelues oy in the coniunRion, 
1emI which if djuine prouidence bletle 
ndiſthe fruit of her worbe, let thy in- 
all ward louc be equally deſcended 
s to thy cideſt as ſcripture hath 
 Valcommanded,and thy gentle corre- 
pation as occaſ1on ſhal berequired: 
maiſo mayeſt thou redeeme'thy v.rgi- 
halfnitie in railing a polteritieto plo- 
2uetJrifiic God by a fraternitie. Burt a- . 
utJbouc all be ſureto -let charitie be 
' Athy gentry, and humilitie thy ho- 
-oJnour ; let loue be thy laurell, and 
ciefloyaltiethy louer; let aduerſity be 
vaſthy forticude,and fortune thy flat- 
; G 


1 rcrer; 


» 
I 


rerer ; let vertue by thy veritie, 
a.:d patience thy paterne ; let wvil- 
dome be thy wealth, and reaſon 
thy ruler ;\let finne bethy enemy, 
and thy ſclte her ſiſter; ler truth 
be thy tongue, and temperance 
thy taſter ; ler 1uſtice berhy judge, 
and conſcience thy luror; let faith 
be thy father, and obedience thy 
brother , ler children be thy bleſ- 
ſing, and educarion their portion; 
let mercy bee thy matron, and 
meeknetlethy minion; let curreſic 
be thy kin{man, and chaſtitiethy 
colen-german;let virginitie bethyſt} 
affection, and vtilitie thy afliaiFtl 
on; let repentance be thy profeſlG 
on, and prayers. thy peregrinatiſhc 
on; ler confeſſion be thy contemw! 
plation,and contrition thy regen 

ration 
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ration, Letlife bethy lamentati- 
on, and death thy preparation. Let 
thy ſpeech be plauſible, and thy 
proteſtarions irreuocable.. Letthy 
{tudies be celeſtiall, and thy ſor- 
rowes/ -ſupernaturall, Let thy 
ſighes be Sacramenrall, and th 
oroanes coeternall, Let thy diet 
bedebiliry, and thy attire decen- 
| cie. Let want be thy infirmitie, 


Jzaod Will thy integritie. Ler thy 
hope be heauenlie, and feare thy 
frailty. Let grace be thy guide.and 

thy] God thy glory. Thus, in a word, 
ethy]thou pledge of. my poſteritic, 
iatthinke, ſpeake, and deale with 


(hair rhou appeare the lively i- 
Gu maze 
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 mageofthy maker, the crowne 
ofthy mother, the honour of thy 
name, and the repairing of the 
Angels. God leade thee by the 
hand, and a fathers bleſſing goe 

with thee, as thou perſcuerſt 
in the praQtiſc of theſe 
precedent pre- 
cepts. 


Tohws TIF Lakes r.dwar # | 
Buſhel Eſquire. 


4 Eſt beloued, to anni{l, 
TAs) hilate your leaſt ſuffi 
9 fy xy Picion of my fadelitie[l 

x or ſelfe-wild imbecili 
tiein this my retirdeþ 
pleaſing life, I inzenuouſly ac4u 
knowledge that mutuall fracerni-þ; 
tie ioyned with inward {pirationÞ! 
to glorifie God is beſt pleaſingyn 
moſt accepted, and greateſt rewarp1 
ded. So that I am . confident : 
publique religious life is _ 0 
any monaſticke priuate liqat 
uing, 
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58 ſuing; by how' much virginitie is 
f eſteemedabouc miariage ; yet the' 
wa leaw-warranted to be honourable, 
according to the Apoſtles words; 
If thou doeſt marry thou doeſt 
well, but if thou canſt abſtaine, 
tis better.So likevviſe if tho-1 canſt 
:nniJhye private withour wilfull finne, 
 {ufſit is well, bur if thou canſt pub- 
elirieÞique, it were better. And where 
ecilifhe faith, better to marry then to 
tirdeþurne ; euen lo my conlcience af. 127: 
ac4ures me that it is better to line pri. 
erniately wichout ſinne, than burne 
utionpubliquely in finne;for you know 
ſingJathe one thereis hope of (aluati- 
>warÞn, - but in the other certaintie of 
ent aPamnation, Which reduc'de mee 
ettego apply for experiment this ſoli- 
ce [ary courle toprohibite mee from 
Ng, former 


"= 


rAard 


go 

former follics, and preuent furur 

perils. For you knovy from min 

infancie I ſo much naturally def 

lighted in a male-contented life,af 

our parents diſciplinde gentle corſ 

reQion to withdraw me, fearing [| 

was bewitched. Likewiſe in thy 

height of my prodigallity, both! 

your ſelfe and others were wity* 
neſſes how I then made triall atq- 
poore fiſhers habitation, whicl d 
God knoywes would haue long! 
continued . had not my popula k 
name beence knowne yet in tho{q* 
dayes ſuch was my childiſhneſſe|* 
that more fear'd the prejudice of" 
my baſe reputation then the difſ'« 
picaſure of my Sauiour : like ieq< 
ſting Pilate which beleeued thqP 
innocencic of Chriſt, hovyſoeuer|'l 
to] - 


pA 
arurto latisfie the Iewes,crucified him.Luk234- 
min{3clides, for almoſt three -yeeres, | 


y defy 9! know, I was tot vpon the 
fe,af\v4ues of time in expeQation-of a 
® COT familiar companion - whoat laſt 
ing $9 112y great griete vntriendly left 
1 th4mcs, for no. other reaſon I could 
Lotffimagine;but that he would verihe | 
wityour Sauiours ſpecch ; Many that Mar.x008. | | 
| at Jare firſk/ball-be laſt,and the laſt firſt. | 
thict{So that it .is no nevw-fantatie, bur 
long hatching trom my. cradle as God 
pulaſknowes & ſome particular trieads 
thoſd:hat my determination was long 
1efle} 4g0c betteojleauc theworld; de- 
ce of fy MyHelte, regainethetimez and 
- dif) tollow:thim,, were it voichin the 
@ je4caues'oh theearth, it his Diuine 
] theſpleaſure ;allotred. mee ; Buc what 
Jeet froughtthe rawneſle of yeeres, 

col 41-417 BY - natures 
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natures frailtie, and inſtigation of 
others , 1 remain'd ſo long with 
taking leaue of my houſhold, anc 
ſtriving to ſatisfhe the humours of 
mortall friends,that almoſt my vi 
tall hope was turned into deſpaire 
of immortall glory, Bur thankes 
be to the Diuine prouidence, my 
own conſcience is enlightened by 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ro. warrant 
mee his mercies, will heare my 
ſupplications from a poore Cell,as 
hee.did 1onas in the Whales belly, 
Sothat, if now I ſhould reuolt,ha- 
uing hadayere of vnparallel'd ex- 
perience, for either temporall for- 


rune or fear of corporal afflition, 


I muſt account the offence vnpar- 
donable ; when the penſill of holy 


Ghoſt hath dictated the ſame by 
rheſe 
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theſe irremarkeable fatall words 3 
If wee finne wilfully, after the recei- 
ving the knowledge ofthe trurh, theres. 
remaines no more ſacrifice for finne, 
but 4 fearefull looking for iudgement. 
Therfore I hope by Gods permil- 
lion , your belicfe of my fidelitie 
will expel[all doubts, ſaruples, or 
feares, knowing that I haue be- 
queathed theſe lines to enſuing 
memorie as a recorded wit- | 
nefle on the contrarie againſ{* Per | | 
*Umce at the Day of ludgement. | 
In the meane time let him that 
is tied to loue you as his owne 
[ſoule , perſwade your diligent 

ſearch into the world without par- 
tialitie, and then I dare boldly ſay, 
you will find nought worth lo- 
Y |uing, no fortune worth valuing, 
H 3 nor 


eb.16. 
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norno pleaſure'worth following 
but he that firſt made you; incon 
ſcience then, heought-onely to bi 
lou'd, valud, and feru'd. For my 
owne part , I by woekfull exper! 
ence haue found it z you by tradi 
ciori from a brother may ſhun it 
Let not then others ends , ſet at 
end to your owne happineſle, ore 
natures frailtie barre the fruitio! 


of your future felicity ; but be fur 


to curbe the one,and {corne the 
ther ; in ſo doing your conſcienc 
{hall ſay, 1 was your friend , nc 

our fAatterer, as mine. muſt al 


waies acknowledge you a fatherl 


more then a brother, Yet giue.m 
leauelouingly to chide your wit 
tulnefle ; fince by Divine prour 


dence 1 hauc rebuked: my igno: 
Noe 
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rance. Your caules of diſconrents 
its knovvne rile early ; will you 
therefore keepe thern in-perpetu- 
all waking ? Thole croſſes that 
ftand betwixt you and happines, 
are morrall ; muſt you then make 
your ſorrovves perpetuall and im- 
mortal? The way to ſhorten them 
is to ſleight them, and the het 
meanes to mitigate them is n2t to 
mindethem. |] b experience doe 
ſenſibly f-ele it , you by pratiſe 
may bee ure to hnde it, O then, 
gentle brother, let not griefefor a 
wildernefle, preuent your birth- 


rightin Paradife-: for vnder cor- Mzr-3-36, | : 
re&ion ( deereſt Sir )if you cannot | 


brooke a temporall misfortune,in 
my conſcience you will neuer at- 
H 3 taine 
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taine toa ſpiricuall bleſſing : when 
our Sauiour and all his Ele& are 
witnelles againſt you ; yet 1 muſt 
confelle your afflitions are grea 
terthen mine, chough my finnes 
are a thouſand for one of yours 
Howlocuer not equall in deme 
rites, nor diſaſters to the A 
poſtles , therefore ioy as the 
did in calamities , that you ma 
bee found a Coſin-germane tc 
Tb, (hewing alwaies true Faft 
by your Workes, otherwiſe were 
you my Father, as you are my 
Brother, I ſhould forget nature 
and greatly feare you haue nc 
ſhare in Chriſts death. Pardo 
deareſt heart, if I haue ſoared toq' 
high, it is in your power to . 

| tne 
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the wings : but God knowes 1 e- 
ſteeme your ſoules ſafetie, more 
then man or morrall felicitie. All 
which 1 leaueto his Diuine pro- 
uidence and your perſeuering 
goodneſle, 


H 4 To 
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To the Religious and Vertu: 
ous Lady, the Lady Elizabeth 
Willoughby. 


8C2/3 Our Beadſman fearing 
DN; "c the diitance of - place, ſſh 
$2 S223 and diſpenſation of wed-ſſz 
locke , might cauſe a reuolt fromſ 
your Ladilhips former welwiſhes 
induc'd mee to recommend theſe 
wweake lincs, as an Antidote to 
prelerue me from the ſhipwyracke 
of your diſpleaſure ; whoſe ver- 
tuous ſocietie, I euer honouredſſh; 
more then temporall felicitie z torſſbc 
that I was daily an eye witnes offfw 
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diſcourle, and/noble hotpitalitie, 
which - makes 'mce prefume the 
goodnefle of your chatte diſpoſiti- 
on;wil rather condole wy misfor- 
wnes of inward gricie then attti- 
bute. liGenrimnanci ro the weak- 
nefie of nature or want of ma- 


ingfirimoniall affte&ion ; elpecially 
ice, lhauing ſo:much conterence with 


zgrdue Dinine betore my depar- 
ure, as your Ladiltup may more 
perſpicuoully perceiue- by--theſe 
tollowing l:nes ; wherein I ſpard 
not, the revealing of my weetull 
ragicall life to his iudiciall con- 
templation ; humbly intreating 
iredſta ,- that as 1 had opened the 
for poviels of my rileries, {o hee 


your pious charitie 5 religious | 
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knowledge. Whereupon with 4c 
modeſt and ſolemnecountenancey 
deſired my age, who replied af 
bout ſize and twentie,hethen befr 
gan to exprelle his ſorrowes, tha 
ſo young a man ſhould hauetre 
ched into ſuch lowd offences, yaff 
queſtionlefle if contrition did prof 
ceed from my heart, there was n 
doabt but ypon true repentan 
God would forgiue mee. Citing 
Lukr5. the parable of the Prodigall ; th"! 
preſident of Mary Magdalen, anÞ\ 
divers others, for confirming": 
Hope , and preuenting DeſpaireÞa! 
Herhus hauing ended, I gaue hinpo! 
much thankes for his fatherl"« 
counſell, aſſuring his revvard wapur 
celeſtiall not temporall; wiſhingv« 
it might ftand with his occaſtonsPur 
leauc, 
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ich /cauey and liking ro heare mee a 
ancehvord , who {cemed to bee more 
d aÞvilling then 1 was readie ; at laſt 
1 befiwparted vnto him that I preſu- 
thafmed a retired ftrickr Monaſticke 
rendlife, would be the ſafeſt and (ureſt 
, Jeſſpope to depend on ; for by ſuch 
proſjneancs Il thould not onely auoid 
» ninne, the occaſion, bur diſcipline 
ancÞ"y ſelfe, and the rather for that I 
itingþad affeQion io the life from my 
Sofancie. Beſides the often drea- 
an$ning whar ioy I found in it; inti- 
ningnating my conſcience daily reite- 
airchared the ſame ; and that if 1 did 
 hinfontinue wilfully in any one fin, 
1erhere was no foundation for Di- Heb.ro 
wagine mercy to build on; which the 
hingvorld,cuſtome, and frailtie of na- 
onsÞure had prohibited mee fromthe 
AUC | , One, 
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one, and induc'd mee tothe other 
as by my confeſſion he knew toe! 
rruc, Yet by no meanes he woul 
not giue way, alleaging the lif 
was neither lawfull, requiſire,na 
honeſt, for thar it was not allowed 
by the Lawes of God to cloitte | 
vp my felfe ; nor admitted by ou k 
Church,cxpreſling Scripture, thafſs 
I was not borne for my lelte, buf 
for others ; and that my prayenſſl 
could not bee fo much auaileablc 
as when two or three were gatheſÞ« 
red tugether. Burt if theſe reaſonÞC 
might. not diflwwade mee from m : 
intended. reſolution , yet the voy 
of mariage prohibited end of 
it was folemnized inthe rawneſſ@t 
of my youth ; by reaſon I hae 
promiſed before God to forlakf 
father] 


[ 
| 
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ther, father , mother, and cleaue vnto 
7 roof} y wide; alluring mee [ ſhould 
oul{ſacuer have his conſent, nor hard- 
» lifelly the Church of Rome ; notwith- 
« nafſtanding they allotted ſuch bug. 
wedgbeares to fright the poore Laite, 
niſtelWhereupon 1 role vp. ( God 
; ougknowes) as a man going to the 
thafſzallowes, or like Iudas that betrai- 
, buſ:d our Sauiour , and thus accor- 
yerfling to my veake apprehenſion 
ablcplicd ; Where hee cxpreſt cloj- 
atheſſtcring, and that man was not 
ſonÞorne to himſelte, but for others, 
1 m{þ belecucdit;atiuring him,my ſelte 
youpcuer meant it, but onely roturne 
zgifſÞole purple robes of prodigalitie 
aeſſgnto an Hermires weed ; ; denying 
haÞone to, viſite , bur willing to IN- 1 Tis 
lakFizudt any to farre as God. vv ould © 
herd. - enable 


Tim.$.z. 
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enable mee; promiſing future lifeſ* 
ſhold beanſwerablero my ſpeech, 
and where he faid,prayers are no 
of that force,as when two or threſ? 
were gathered together, I confe ] 
ſedit ;if ſobethey wereall ioyn(F* 
with inward ſpiration to glorific 
God,otherwilcthey rather hindeF! 
red then furthered, citing the firllf® 
chapter of Iona for my preſident : 
Bur couching the lawfulneſle ; I a” 
leadged that our Sauiour prayef® 
alone: the Apoſtles wandred i A 
ſheepskins alone, whole lives wi 
ought to follow , intimating the! 


aduice, My Sonne come out of « t 
uill company. Beſides,the word © 
. of our Sauiour, If thy eye offend pn : 


itout; much more (in my opinior* 
caſt off the world. And tor marr** 
ap: 
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\ ife28E-where he ſaid I muſt leaue fa- 
ech her, mother, andcleaue vnto my | 
noffvife, I couldnor deny ur, replying 
hree/20 himythat if I was to leaue fa- 
fe($2cr and mother for a wife, cer. 
yn nely I was to leaue father, mo-1,,, 
Ti6g2cr and wife for Chriſt ; eſpecial.*3 
dj bimſelfe expreſſing, and con- 
Gf rmd by three Euangeliſts ; tharMer: 10. 
were not worthy of him, if 1” 
grould not ; asit did more tran(. 


I 

1veſſarentappeare by the ſeueritie of 
vs ur Sauiour, who twould not ad- 
. ,FÞit one of his Apoſtles to per- 


theÞrme the dutifull rites of a ſonne, [**: 

of Þ Þcaring his owne father, when 

ord called him : much leſſe the rites 

1»Þ Marriage. Yet he ſuddenly an- 

Yo” <d, that both Saint Pauland 

\2roÞ© Church hath forbid the ſame 
without 


apt 
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without it were by conſent, and| 
that bur for a me ; which madg, 
mee breake inio2 kind of paition 
with theſe words vtiering ; Ha 
our Sauiour ſaid to rhe man, he 
Luk 14. ſhould not tatte of his Supperft 
*0*++ though inuiced, for that his exculf 
was the marriage of a wife. - At 
gaine, where hee laid, No man . i 
ung pur bis band to the plougb , 4 
looking backe, was fit for the in c 
"dome of God : Notwithftandin 
hee intreared but ſo nwch timeds 
to-rake leaue of his houthold., 
" ſides, had God ſaid; Man was thhn 
glory of his Maker ; the womapic 
the glory of the man, the man rilt 
head of the womair, and yet: 
notthehead priuiledge to ſerue hþd: 
Creator, wichout conſent of 
tec 
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 andfeet ; intimating vnto him , that 
nadgmiſerable was the bondage-to 
Honfoule and bodie, .if they were not 
Haqgalied both ar one time.'Bur ſeeing 
, hehe holy Apoſtle hadnor allowed 
ppett, I atlured him 1 would doe my 
xculgndeauour to gaine her conſent 
Y  Abowlocuer 1 reſuludhim 1 ſhould 
an hgather depend vpon the mercie'of 


anſÞny Saujour for thar offence, then i Cor7. 


"kin ontinue more in offending ; and * 
ndinfollow the preſident of holy Saint _ 
imedromes Confeſſion , where hee 
{, Bpith, If his father ſtood weeping 
-as thhn his knees before him', and his 
omaporher hanging on his necke bes 
antidinde bim , -and all his brethren, 
ct:haþfters, children, howling on cue- 
pue hyde to detaine him in finfull life 
ofrhpiththem , be would fling off his 


ec I mother 


— ao neo RES - ee, . » 7 


ſhip, che rather for that I receives 


Eels, Were immortall & inuiſible;zwv® i 
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mother to. the ground , deſpiſe all 
his kinred,-runne over his father, 
and treade him vnder foot, there 
by co goe to Chriſt when heecal{ 
leth him.; and thus wee parted 
proteſting, vnto mec;though hit 

ſalfe would bee as ncuter , yet hi 
prayers ſhould be alwayes perm 
nent for my good ſuccelle, hoping 
the like fatour from your Lady 


ſo much inward comforr , and 
your vertues no preiudice, Bu 
when I had imparted to my wit 
the dolourous grietes my heart fu 
ained, alleaging rthar nceirher he 
ellate, perſon, nor any temporal 
tbing lining could caſe my fur 
chard ſufferings , for rhat the 


thee 


le all 
ther, 
here: 
ecal 
rted 
hit 
et hi 
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ſhe pleaſed , hauing dilglpled my 
ſorrowes to hes ſecrecie ,-as-either 
diſpcnce with my-per{on , or elle 


| bee content to lead theſgme Moy 


naſticke hfe and leaue the world; 
Info doing our ſoules thould bee 
ſurer ſaued ,,my heart better.cony 
tented , God more gloribed, ng 
man iniurd, if thee wereſatisfied, 
And to auoid ſuſpition of di{loyals - 
tie, the holy Sacrament ſhould te» 
ſtite my integritie. Yet nothing 
would preuaile, alleaging her ma= 
riage was for loue,not for wealth; 
for perſon, not for piture;zwhich 
I knowing her words to bee true, 
my heart pleaded ingratitude it ] 
left her, and my foule whiſpered 
cuine if I continued. Bur in the 
end, conſidering with my lelte, ] 

Il 2 Was 
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was bound to obey the Creator 
more then the creature, and ſhe to 
obey mee, rather then I her, eſpe- 
cially when it tends to the glorift- 
ing of God ; but ( honour'd Lady) 
tharvvere too great a bleſling for 
mortall creature,” to: haue rwvo 
hearts contraRed, and both vni- 
red in one'diſpolition.; which re- 


bpheſs. \ yOlution reduc'd mee to lefſen my 


39.32- 


former reſpe& , and. obſeruing 


whether thoſe alluſions - would 
extenuate ' her fond affeion; 
which in proceſs of titne wrought 
ſuch an impreſſion , as ſhee grew 


tra&able co my diſpoſition;wher- 


in I ſecretly joyed more then a 
Generall that gaines a conqueſt 
_ by firatageme. Afluring your La- 
diſhip, if che prayers and admoni- 

tions 


) 


I19 
tions of the one, can make the o- 
ther immortall, her ioyes are per- 
ruall, andour nuptiall ccernall; 
which ſpirituall-wiſe prooues the 
greater affeQtion according rothe 
firſt inſtitution, as will hereafter 
more at large appeare , if God 
giue a bleſling to my 'ſecond 
Edition. In the meanetime1-pro- 
ſtrate my ſelfe vnder the chaſtirie 
of your pious vertueand fan 
ble cen(ure, -' reſting conſtantly 
your ſeruant , - Res your lo» 


uer, andeternally._ || .;;., 


| Your Beadjmas, 
Tro:Bvsnenl, 


Eo +0 


To the Right W, orfhipfull, bi 
immadtered Friend , Sir - 
1.) Matthew Caty. 


I (, = Onthy Sirgknowing you 
4 WA + Y to beof a Noble, free;af- 
SHASE table diſpofirion, makes 
mero! 'feare ſonie Paraſite might 
wotrke an impreſſion ' vpon the 
goodnefle of yout'tiature, where- 
in 1 haue preſumed to bequeath 
chele .experimentall lines , as an 
Antidote to preſerue you from the 
aſſauk of familiar Flatterers ; For 
when my ſclfe was entring into at- 


fecation of popular applaulc , 1 
choſe 


BS Sp 
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choſe mee an old itagger of the 
times, as a boſome friend to. dil- 
cloſe my ſecret thoughts , accor- 
ding to the courſe of the-world; 
þut hauing made knowne my fan- 
taſticall humor, hee ſeem'd to bee 
ſo much delighted in my vaine 
glorious ſpeech, as perlwaded me 
they were but tricks 'of youth,and 
ſutable to- others , which. ſoone 
kindled the fire of my affeftion in- 
tothe flame of Prodigalitie :for.of 
my .felfe I vwwas prone-by nature, 
but being back't proued a maſtiue 
curre ; yet after;the-poriod of one 
yeeres experience, Lafſurd himT 
much doubted, thatmyoule.and 
bodic muſt-an{were for my,con- 
tinuall pr de, bribing , drinking, 
and yvencthing ; deſiring his 'opi- 

I 4 nion 


I2L 


Nnion , whether it were not better 
toleaue off {ernice , by reaſoncu- 
{tome had wrought ſuch a priui- 
ledgethat I ſhould hardly bee re- 
cald, liuing among ſo many that 
were addi&edto the fame follies; 
and that my ſelte {pent more idle- 
ly;then I got lewdly ; but hisre- 
ply to mee was like ſome inſinua- 
ting Stateſman, that applaudes his 
Souereigne whatlocuer hee ſayes, 
be'it right or wrong ; not for that 
their ludgements are vveake, but 
by teaſon-their hopes; fortunes, 
and /zreatnet]e depends vpon the 
frowne or fauour of them. Euen 


ſo, this Sycophant,.in expeQarion 


of pettic curtefſies , gaue way to 
what my fantaſticke humour de- 


fired ; guilding ouer the foulencſlc 
| of 


etter 
VCU 
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of my vices, with thoſe pleaſing 
delights ;that my pride was but 
fit for the place, and cquall tomy 
fellowes ; For drinking,it was but 
according to my betters , and ex- 
pected from others ; for my bri- 
bing they were but gratuities Pra- 
Qifed by my predeceſlours,and as 
for my wenching,they were only 
errours of youth bred by nature, 
and ſubie& to all men. But 
touching my xreuolt from ſeruice, 
by no meanes hee would not cone 
ſent, alleadging I might profit my 
(elfe,pleaſure my friends,and help 
he diſtrefled. Thus did this cock. 
ariſing Matchauill ſooth mee vp 
nall my loathſome plealures, till 
atlaft I rold- him 1 was credibly 
enformed that the world laught 

at 


124 
at me ; who preſently replyed, Tt 
was butthe liuery ſhee gaueto all 
men , intimating , if I would but 
continue one yeere more,my ſelte 
ſhould ſo much goe beyond the 
ſpungie braine of common know. 
ledge , that humanitie would dif. 
folue their crueltie into curtelle, 
alleaging it were Romane like to 
ſpurne at the frowne of fortune, 
and in ſleighting the calumnious 


D 
tongues of men , I was morethen 


heroicall : Which eleuated myhþþ. 


weather-cocke diſpoſition into 
laughter and aRion, vartill, 1 had 
both equal 'd the dog to his vomit, 
and ruinated mine ovvne ſoule, 
Wherein, Chriſt knowes, I now 
daily wiſh the plagues of Egypt 
had been my delights, rather _ 

: 


Ls 


| 
( 


l 


l 
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» It Jhemy aſſociate,or thoſe my com- 
all Jpanions. For 1 call Godto witnes, 
but {{would-cancell the debt I owe to 
elte Jnature,but to call in the errours of 
the my former follies. 'O then,(weer 
ow- ISir! let the infortunate ſpeRacle 
dil. Jof your friend, preuent the danger 
(16, flin your ſelte, and beyvare of thele 
eto filmooth ae for the Deuill, 
ane, yhoſle inchanting \ wordes I feare 
10us oeth hazard more young mens 
hen Foules, then the originall ſinneof 
my ature; Hoping my late repen- 
ntonce will extract a timely refor- 
hadJnation, if you finde caule by the 
mit Biichfull friend your owne conſci- 
2ule, nce, 

now | | 
£yP To 
then 

he 


To his approued beloued ail 
lohn Eliot Eſquire. 


T He ample teſtimonyſ 
4 of your true aftcQionf, 
. alto wards my Lord Ci 

| 1:51 OM Viſcount Saint} 
bans, hath obliged me your ſer{ 
_uant. Yet leaſt the calurnniou, 
tongues of men might exrenuate 
the'good opinion you had of his 
worth and merit; I muſt ingenu. 
ouſly confeſſe that my ſelfe andf 
others of his ſeruants were the oc 
caſion of exhaling his vertue] 
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for my ſelfe with ſhame I muſt ac: 
quite thetitle, and pleade guilty; 
which grieues my very ſoule,that 
{o matchleſſe: a Peere ſhould bee 
loſt by ſuch inſinuating caterpil 
lars, who in his owne natur 
ſcorn'detheleaft thought of any 
bale, vaworthy, or:ignoble ad 
though ſubie& ro infirmiries, as 
ordainde to the wileſt : for { 
much 1 muſt aſſure you was hi 
hatred to bribery, corruption, 
ſymmonie, that hearing Thadr 

ceiu'de the profits of fri fruits for 
a Benefice, which his pious cha 
ritie freely gaue, preſently ſent-t 
me, and being asked of his Lord 
ſhip, I ſodainly confefled, where 
upon heefell into ſo.great a pall 


on, that replide, I was curled in 


m\ 
} 
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my conception,and nurled with a 
Tiger for deceiuing the Church, 
threatning I ſhould be no longer 
his ſeruant ; for that one ſcabde 
Sheepe might infe& the whole 
flock, Yetnotwithſtanding,vpon 
my ſubmſſion, the noblenefle of 
his diſpoſition torgaue me the fa& 
and receiu de me into fauour ; but 
neuer could obtaine a (pirituall l;- 
uing afterwards:which makes me 
certainly beleeuethey that mini- 
fierd thoſe helliſh pils of bribery, 
gilded them ouer,not onely at firſt 
with a ſhevy of gratuity, or in the 
loueof courteſie, but waited the 
opportunitie of his neceſlitie : 0- 
therwiſe it had beene impoſlible 
to haue wrought an imprellion, 


S© that by ſuch ftiratagems the wi- 
felt 


130 
ſet men may proue weakeſt a- 
 mongſt all officers ; for thoſc 
whole conlciences are innocent of 
mitigating iuſtice, either by bri- 
bery, gratuity, friendſhip, fauour 
or courteſie, let him caſt the firſt 
ſtone and be canoniz'd fora Saint 
ypon earth, But thereport gocth, 
chat it isthe policy of other States, 
when once the ſubie& groanes 
vnder oppreſſhon, toſele& ſome 
man of worth for allaying clamor 
of the vulgar, and congratulate 
the giddy mulcitude: which if hi 
misfortune were ſuch, he was noiſſ 
the firſt,nor, I am contidenr,wilbeſ 
thelaſt. So that in time it may ref} 
flet ſome comfort to you and of 
thers that honoured him in theitſ 
hearts, but not with their lips, 


To 
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2 firſt the Ofjprings that proceeds 
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octh, from Vniuerſities. 
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and -E oued Brethren 1 


ſomeſſþd» you haue paſt theex- 
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1 and degrees with ap- 
proud allowance by 
he comon lawes of man to take 
vilbeſe orders of Prietthood , Mini- 
y ref Teacher, Paſtor and Shep- 
1d o-f<16 which is the moſt worthy, 
their 9h orable & bleſt title confirm'd 

dn man, Ler nor then {( Deare 
Ty K brethren) 
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brethren) my affeQionate aduice 
be dilplealing,in perſwading yout 
diligent reſolucions to ſearch the 
lavves, ſtatutes, and commands 


which God both requires andex 


ports at your hands ; for if an 
of you vndertake the tuition 0 
{oulgs , and then by the negle&o 
your duties,chere thould periſh ei 
cher man, woman, or child, yo 
are to anſwer tor their ſufferings 
chough no calc to the parties gric 
ued:So that as the diznitie of you 
profeſſion doeth excell the powe 
andauthoritie of Kings, Empe 
rours , or Monarches ; euen like 
wile their verils,hazards,and da 
gers are equall ro their greatnefle| 
by how much the one comp 
mands ; but the bodie temporall 
ant 
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1duicdand the other Charge of the loule 
3 yOuleternall, O then, gentle Sirs, ler 
h thi me 1ntreat you for my PoOre bre- 
1andsjrhrens ſake, Godsglory, and the 
ndex lafegard of your owne toules, 
it anyſearch narrowly into the traile 
10n ofdifpolitions & conditions of your 
le& oſowne natures, and then ponder 
riſh ei whether your abilities are of char 
a, yAſetficacie and power to diſcharge 
TINgH{o noble a calling, without degra- 
'S griqdation of the title , perill to your 
f youlſoules, and lofle of our poore bre- 
powtthren , ferting aſide the prefident 
E MP&Jof others , witch 1 pittie ſome, 
n likefeare divers, fuſpe& the beſt, Yet 
d dan] hope there will bez tound many 
rnefle righteous Abrahams , chaſte Lots, 
comrodly Daniels,and patient [obs.O- 
porall therwiſe, wee of the Laitic are in 
an K 2 Ireat 
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great danger, if the Clergie ſhould 
be loft ; tor how can the bodie 
line when the head is dead. Firlt, 
then deare brethren, ler mee per. 
{wade youro foilovw the old Pro- 
uerbe, Looke before you leape, 
read and conſider vpon the oath 
requird by man ; next, examine 
your hearts if you can keepe the 
ſame which is expeaed by God; 
then,vvherher you are in loue and 
charitie, whether more Refſh then 
ſpirit , more aadiRed to pleaſures 
then deuotions, more delighted 
in worldly trifles, then heauenlyſ 
treaſures, or vwwhether more for re- 
uenue of the place, then Gods glo- 
ry, and profit of your brethren, 
For if any of thoie temporalties 
haue gained che vpper hand, yetit 
were 
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were weakeneſle to attempt , but 
madneſſe to vadertake, ynlefle 
you can command chem, notthey 
you, Otherwite,your ſoules are in 
danger, and they infortunate that 
are planted vnder your iuriſdiQti- 
on. For belceue it ( hopetull Sirs) 
you cannot ferue God and Mam- 
mon,which thole vainely expects 
remiſlion, whole liues be not an- 
[lwerableto their profeſſion ; for if 
the Deuills ſhould omit their ac 
cuſations , yet the poore ſoules, 
which perith vnder their tuition, 
will cry out vengeance for their 
condeninations,and God is iuſt,as 
he is mercifull;So that I fearetheir 
language, Doe as Þ ſay , and not as 1 


2 Cor.11. 
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doe, will not prote& them, Yet, 


worthy Sirs, you perceiue the cal- 
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line was honorable from the inſti- 
tution, and the reward is glorious 
aboue any,if you live an{werable, 
But on the contrary , milerable, 
wretched,damnable to your (clues 
and others that neuer injur'd you ; : 
{othat it is better to bee an open 
wicked man, then a luke-warme 


Chrittian Diuine ; for the one 


ruihes but himſelte, the other ha- 
zards many , yet | had rather be 
no man then either of them. 
Wheretore, deere brethren, if vp- 
on mature d&iberation, you finde 
your ſelues able to encounter 
thoſe enemies, which originall na- 
ture and cuſtome hath claim'd a 
priuil-dge , goe on boldly in the 
celeſtiall encerpriſe,and rake theſe 


precepts along with youas a help 
ro 


nſti- 
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zble, 
1ble, 
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to your pious indeauours. Letthe 
ſenſible faculties of your hearts be 
holy , religious, and zealous to- 
wards God, with an inward af- 
tection to edifie your charge , ac- 
cording to the dire&ions of 
Chritts Catholike Churchexpreſt 
in holy Writ, not making any dit- 
ference or reſpec of perlons, In- 
ftruthem publikely , admonith 
them privately, rebuke them 
ſharpely, and it thoſe will not re-19m29 
call them , proclaime it openly, 
without fearing the diſpleaſure of 
any humane creature, For they 
are not worthy to bee Comman- 
ders , that either diſtruſts in their 
Generall,or feares their Souldicrs. 
Bur aboue all let me intreatyouro 
be mindfull of Baptilme , The Sa- 


K 4 crament, 
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crament , and viſiting the ficke; 
For the fr ealeth your, profelli. 
ons ; the ſecond teitifeth your in- 
regrities; and thethird diſchargeth 
your duties. For as jirconfirmeth 
their faluation or damnation ; fo 
likewile it remaines the higheſt 
pinacle of your profeſſion : andif 
it be poſſible (adopted Sirs ) enter- 
taine no wedlocke , but rather 
{iriue te curbe nature with ſpare- 
' £01927 nefle of dyer, then ſatisfie the fleſh 
to vieluch helpers, For y our felues 
had need bee well grounded with 
inward ſpirations, nay in a man- 
nergods on earth that vndertake 
ſuch -boſome triendes , and per- 
forms the vweightie charge which 
will bee requir'd at your hands; 
hoping your ovvne _— 
wil 
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will never bee tempted to appeare 
inany ſpirituall preferment by the 
way of Simon Magus , or helpe of 484. 
his coadiutors: for {i urely thoſe are * 
neuer conſecrated by God, nor al- 
lowed by Lawes. How then(gen- 
tleSirs) in your owne confcien-' 
ces can they ablolue, baptiſe, in- 
{traC&t, or miniſter the Sacrament, 
but with a trembling feare of 
murthering the ſoule, like a ty- 
rants conſcience that is imbru'd in 
blood, O then you anointed 
branches, bee not perlwaded by 
2 mould of clay to trench in ſo 
great a crime , knowing your 
lelues as yer vnſpotted , . In fo 


doing, Gods Name will bes l0-Mus. 


rifed , Jour brethren eaified, ans 
your 
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your owne dutyes diſcharg'd ; 
which will remaine preſidents to 
. Others, toy to your parents, 
comfort to your friends, 
and happineſle to 
your Soules, 
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TAS) CHE) CAN) CH A TO 
COD 
To my wel-wiſhed (hriſtian 

Brethren, the Laitie, 


RES F any of youareſo 
PA R--\ infortunate , as to 
detaine the Rights 


and Profits, which 
> Vvas ordained by 
God for the maintainance of the 
Church and m;embers therof; Let 
mee beg, ypon my knees , as with 
teares | writeir, that you make re= 
ſtitution, comrition to God and 
man Forif your conſciences pre- 
mdicate they are vvrongtfully 
kept backe, and yet willtully con= 
- tinues, 
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tinues , canit bee denied but that 


ou rob God of his Tuſtice, if you 
expett ſaluation by the death and 
paſſion ofour Sauiour; though ad- 
mit you will plead preſcription by 
AQ of Parliament,and thar it was 
and is lawfull for you to receiue, 
continuing fo long in deſcent from 
your anceſtors. Y ct, my deare Bre- 
thren, Ipit:ie your weake, Right, 
Title, and Intereit , for that it was 
not warranted from Heauen, but 
by Gods permiſſion confirm'd in 
Hell. So likewiſe you may plead 
damnation from your forefathers 
for foure thouſand yeres together, 


- which is the more ancieater title, 


and ſurer todeſcend, it from your 
hearts proceed not repentance. 


Howſoeuer , tearing you ſhould 
lulpet 


ITY 


t that 
f you 
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had. 
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ſuſpe&t {pleene or imbecillitie:Ler 
mee intreat you to ſearch the re- 
cords of holy Writ, and it there 
your ſelues find God pardon any 
one man that robbeth the church, 
without it were in ignorance, or 
latisfation by vnfained amend- 
ment, remaine as you are. But on 
the contrarie ,' looke vpon the 
dreadtull death of Avanias and Sa- 
phira , tor detaining fome part of ;. 
their owne goods by deceit from 
the Apoſtles ; much more you, 
that not anely take your own, but 
other mens ; when Chriſt bi 
ſelte faith , Giue 7pnto ( «jar that ,,_. 
which is Csſars.And if God would#:- 
not {pare his owne Tribe for one 
offence,certainly (deare Brethren) 
hee will not omit you which ob. 

Kiuately 


EASY -* pr abr. 


oper pe Tan teens - 
9 bee 
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Rom.11-ftjnately perfiſt in the ſame ; fol 
that hee1s a iuſt Tudge ,, as hee is a 
mercitull Saujour ; but peraduen- 
ture you will obiect, the inducted 
partie is more vicious then vertu- 
ous, more wicked-then religious ; 
hovvioeuer it is the (uſtentation of 
his birthright, and ought not to be 
diminiſhed, But atluredly himſelte 
and tholte are accurled that inſt 
tuted him, by how many ſoules 

_ periſh with his careleſle negleR, 
O,beloued Brethren,it you would 
but ponder vwwith your felues of 
the ſtrickt ac-ount which will be 
required from you and them at 
the day of Indgement; I durt en- 
gage my lite , there is not one 
true Chriſtian, but would rather 


choole to bee fed himlelte , wife, 
and] 


m_ 


: fo 
eelSa 
duen- 
ucted 


V EITU- 
10Us ; 
on of 
to be 
nlelte 
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oules 
ole, 
vould 


es off 
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t one 
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and family,with the almes of cha- 
ritie , then live wrongfully onthe 
tythes of Laitie , for queſtion- 
lefle, as they nouriſh the bodie, 
they ſtaguethe ſoule, All which 1 
leaue to your owne con{ci- 
ences, praying daily 
tor retorma. 
tion, 


—  —— ———— 
——— —— — ——— - —_— —  -- 


To 


145 


Cie 


Tomy unmarried (|hriſtian 
Brethren. 


= Eſt beloued Sirs, it you 
K oy be not ſo fortunate as to 
2 performe your chaſte ſin- 


tiles words , which placeth your 
ſelues next ynto God, but muſt of 
neceſhitie have the vnion of ſe- 
cond helpers. Let mee,your wel- 
wiſhing Brother , aduite each of 
you to ctitertaine divine religious 
thoughts in thedaily contemplati- 
n of your choice, before you at- 
empt ſo weightie, and great a 


charge. 


gle lives, according 'to the Apo 1 Corr.: 


[| Cor.7. 
28. 


- your predeceſlours can informe 
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charge, which will be demanded 
at your hands , otherwiſe it may 
ſceme a hard and ouer-ſtri& capti- 
uitie in being bound and thrall 
with the cares and humors of an- 
other : for it it ſhould fall out that 
any of you doe meete with more 
bonethen fleſh, more fleſh the 
ſpirit, your liues will alwayes bee 
moſt miſerable and wretched , as 
by woefull experience diuers of 


you ; that for one houre of theii 
folly , being a fault commirtec 
without malice, and by meere c 
uer-{ight;yea many times to obey 
the aduice of Parents,they brough 
themſelues into a perpetuall bon 
dage : Which accuſtomed mailer; 
(deare Brethren ) proceeds fro 
atrai 


1ded 

may 
apti- 
hrall 
f an- 
- that 


more 
the 
es bee 
d _ 
ers Ol 
forme 
f thei! 
1m1ttec 
eerc C 
0 obe) 
rough 
11 bon 


miſer) 


is fro 


a frail 
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afraile imbecillitie of nature, and 


' want of ſpirituall diſcipline; they 


bauing no: grounded themſclues 
vpon the fundamental points of 
marriage. Forbelceue me (gentle 
Sirs) if that yourcheeteft and only 
end bee nor to-auoid fornication, 
anda defireof procreation to glo- 
rifie God by a mutuall ſocierie, 
your Nuptialls were neuer ſolem. 
niz'd by him , norallowed by his 
lawes. For it were impolſlible, if 
God had a hand in the coniun&@i- 
on , that euer there ſhould pro- 
ceed either icalouſie, malice,rage, 
or any other miſerable condition. 
But it may be,ſome will reply, that 
the Scripture confirmes all marri- 
ages are made in heauen ; So lt 
wiſe you know Chriſt died tor all 
L2 {inners, 
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ſinners, yet feyv are the number 


De that hall be ſaued, by reaſon the 


one wants , either belicke, a good 
life, or true repentance, andthe 
other omits performance accor- 
ding, to the firit inſtitution, which 
makes both dangerous, fearefull, 
and infortunate, for that humane 
creature rather depends vpon the 
veakeneſle of his owvne ſtrength, 
then Gods pro: miles ; the allure- 
ments of Satan, then the bletlings 
of our Sautour, O then,my vnited 
brerhrenzlet neither beauty allure, 
honor tempt, luſt proucke,wealth 
encourage, nor parents compell, 
for they are all both. imperfe& 
and facall , wichour you fweetly 

dper them, by reducing their 
extreamities into the:chaſtitie of 
vertue. 
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vertue. Likewiſe, deare Brethren, 
there is another charge impos'd, 
greater then the former ; whereof 
you muſt haue an cſpeciall careto 
edifie your wife, children, and fa- 
mily in the commands and ſeruice 
of God. For if any of them periſh 
by your negle@, theſouleof you 
muſt bee ſure to anſwere for ir, 
which grieues my very heart to 
behold fo many of our predececl- 
{ors runnethe hazard of eternall 
perdition, by this one tranſgref- 
{10n in parents. For moſt com- 
monly they neuer thinkeſo much 
of the mutuall louec in glorifying 
Go#t, as the reuenue of vwordly 
profit,and remporall honor.Nay, 
| haue knowne ſomeparents will 
marry the wile to the fooke,yybich 
| # 3 makes 


ng SES 


tl: 2s | 
| | | makes themſclues prooue tyrants 
to the of-{prings ot their loynes, 
for a little wealth ro binde the li- 
ving to the dead ; but afſuredly, 
1543; howſocuer it is carried in the ſight 
of men, they are accurſed betore 
God, and thoſe infortunate that 
muſt ſuffer che bondage , who at 
laſt will cry out vengeance on the 
parents that begot them : which 
is the greater crueltie, but iuſtly re- 
warded. Wherfore (beloucd Sirs) 
if I were worthy tc aduiſe , there 
ſhould none follow the parents 
humours, yet pleaſe both parties 
according to the lavves of God, 
which not any is to obey further, 
Ler chen your ſelues but mitigate | 
your fond and childiſh affeQtion ; 
yourparents ſuſpend rheir raſh | 
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I5y 
nts | couerous diſpoſitions, vntill yeres 
'nes, | and experience haue indued you 
ie li- | with reaſon and religion to appre- 
dly, | hend your fathers counſell with- 
ight | out repentance, By this meanes 

tore | the iniquitie of your fathers will — 
that | not light vpon your ſelues, nor 
0 at | yours vpon your fathers, but each 
1the of you {hall receiue ioy, the 
hich othercomforrt,all pleas'd, 

y re and God glo- 

Sirs) rifhed, 
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IN an ans 
OC RCRCIONR 


Tobi (hriſtian Brethren 
Uniuer/all. 


SEL S& E any. of your 
(SH REY) bands haue beene 


= WW 


ſheding the blaod 
Z4A of your Chriſtian 
Yrother ; let me humbly craue for 
ppeaſfing Gods iuſt wrath, and 
ategard of your owvne ſoules,thar 
oorthwith you abdicate all ſcru- 
les, doubts, or feares ; and retire 
our {clues vato ſome walſt de- 
arr, or religjous Monafterie:there 


neditate onthe crying ſinnes you 
haue 


: 
« Wa. 
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haue committed , what a grez 

God you haue offended,and wh: 

rorments you haue deſerued ; af 

plying dailye ro your deadl 

wounds the falue of fighing 

grones , fobbing, teares, and in 

ward forrowes, accounting eacl 
of your {elues not worthy to liue 
nor inhabire amongſt Gods crea 
tures. Ocherwiſe, dearely beloued 
I ſhould ſooner beleeue there wa 
no hell, then ſuch a tranſcenden 
ſinne will bee admitted into hea 
uen ; for you ſhould much rot 
God of his ſacred Iuſtice, in ex 
peRing ſaluation by his death anc 
paſhon , without your hearts an 
vitall parts penetrate a proporty 
on of bleeding ſorrow in lieu-gþ 
contrition ; which to make thi 
true! 
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 greathueth more per{picuous, let mee 
whathtrear you to ſearch the penſill of 
d ; apholy Writ,& if there you find God 
deadlyardon any one man(though they 
5hinghrere his anointed ) without ſo 
nd inue and vntained repentance, as 
g cacifieuer afterwards to commit a hei- 
'o liugous fin, nor wilfully any other, 
$ CXEAqut remain'd to their dying dayes 
louedh the mournefull melodie of fa- 
re Waſing, watching, and ptaying ; yet 
endenþuld not all theſe ſubmiſſions, 
ro heapntritions » hor petitions, extin- 
ch rolluth the hatred hee bare to ſo in- 
In expmanea ſinne ; but would pu- 
th angſh them remporally , though in 
rts ange multitude of his mercies ſau'd 
oportyem eternally, O then, vnfortu- 
lieu-gfite brechren, ſeeing the caſe is ſo 
zke tilfeuitable vyretched, betake your 
true! {clues 


OO” GSC OO OS— 
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ſelues tothe ſame true repenta1 

for preventing the danger 0 
dreadfulla ruine; and I am co 

ES dent you will be reftce 'd, thai 
John zo. FNe tact 15 fatall,yet tis finite, 
**P2r Gods mercie infinite. Bur on 
contrary I lament your miſer 
pittie your calamities, and fe 

your deſtinies ; for certainely 

that would not ſpare the root, 
vpon ſuch auitere contritions, | 
much to be doubted he will ne 

ron. forgiue the branches vpon le 
eons, And thole Diuir 
which ſhall aduiſe you to a m: 

ſhorc and eaſier way of humili, 

on, TIamaſlurd'inthe end, 

will finde them not your frien 

but your flatterers, for they d 

not warrant you ; Yet by leadi 

| 


entange remainder of your liues {in- 
zer of frely, according to this preſcrip- | 
um conÞn , God himlelfe prote&s you, 
, thoupth in the Old and Nevy Teſta- 


miſeriqoN true repentance were pardo- 
ble; but the offence againſt the 
ly Ghoſt : and which is more, 1+ 
oteſteth he neuer forſooke a ſin- 
ions, itfr,vvithoutfirſt a finner forſooke _ 


vill nem. O then ( diſtreſſed Sirs )can - Th 
on leſþu belecue bur God is mercifull,if 


| | 
I 


Jn 


oO a mu may be ſaucd it you are truely 
umiliarrowtull : wiry ſhould you then © 
nd, yhtertaine a thought of deſperati- 
r frienÞ,Or bee perlywwaded by mortaliſt 


yet 
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yet the bloodie ſinne crieth for] 
tisfaQtion , and God expeRs tr 
contrition, or elle no remiſſa! 
But peraduenture ſome will of 
ie& that the Iurie hath acquit 
them, or a Kings fauour pard 
ned. Admit they haue; the ons 
power is but temporall , theo 


Pg fence eternall, and for the oth 


' they may diſcharge the perſon, 
conceale the crime , but notfro 
the King of Kings,nor your ow! 
conſciences , which I appeale ! 
for your future comforts , Got 
glory , and diſcharge of my Chi 
ftian dutic. O then, forelorn 
Sirs, breake through the viole 
remptations of earthly creatur 
accounting thoſe friends traitor 
thoſe wiues s Ieſabels,and thoſe ch 
dr 
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h for}Þren baſtards , that ſhall deſire to 
-&s tricraine you one houre from the 
niſſhoſfuition of your apparent redemp- 
will ofion. In ſo doing the Angels are ge 
xcquitonitant to make interceſlion for 3 * 
 pardqFOur reſticution, and God will ne- 3 


- Mar.9.13 
he ond uer deny abſolution, ſecing his 


the of greateſt glorie is magnified 
ie oth by your inward re- 
rlon,( | cantation, 
ot fro! 
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To my ( hriſtian Brethren | 
Unuwerſall 4 . 
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SAY F any of you, 
[| [SWF my bceloued , 
4 2 hath ingendred 
ty LY vith the roote 
of thac original * 19.3.8. 
"WS {inne_, called 
Pride; : let mee, the facall vaſlallof 
the Chriſten world , perlwadea 
luruey in the whole tabricke of 
your Microcoſmos ; for that now 
he prodigall pleaſing pride of my 
youth ſounds the dolcfull tune of 
leadly damnation,as I feare your 
M {clues 


_ nn 


Tudp.1.6, 
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ſelues continuing will equall m 
maladie, if not exceed my mile 
ric ; which to mee will rather ag 
grauate ſorrow , then exrenuat 
my dolour. Wherefore, ] beleccl 
you for Gods caulc, and fafetie 0 
your ovvne ſoules , bee nolonge 
ſtiffe-necked, nor ſelte-ywill-con 


_ ceited in ſo highan offence,as no 


onely deprizes you trom all eter 
nitie , but bequeaths you toend 
letle miſerie;which ifthe ſpeRacl 
of my irrecouerablecalamity,can 
not mollife your deteltable ini 
quitie : Search bur the penfill 
holy Writ. and there you will f 
legions of Angelles abdicated 
their digniries forthe lame offenc 
Beſides; millions of your proge 
tors, Nay more ,may adopred br 
thre 


wa 
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1 my þbren, I dare boldly ſay not one 
mile-fnan that ſprang from the loynes 
er ag-Þt our firſt Parents , was euer ad. 
nuatehnicted into Gods kingdome, with- 


.leechÞþur his humilitie verified our Sa- 


ctie Ofiiours words,to become ſo inno- 
ongenfent of pride as a little child. Hovy 
l-conhen, deareRt Sirs,can wee that are 
,as nothe branches expe& more mercie 
ll eterhen our forefathers, vwhen Chriſt 
to endot onely confirm'd the contrary 
caacly his life of humanitie , bur re- 
ty,canfald the ſame by his ſacred 
ble ini/ord toall his Apoſtles, as an af- 
2n{ill Qjred marke of thoſe that ſhall bte 


7» 


Rom.11, 
zlis 


will finge&ed his ſeruants, O then, hope-. 


cated 4 belou'd,ler nor fraile nature de= 
 offencÞle, intiſing world bewitch,nor 
progeimiſhing honour ſeduce. you; 


pred brſhen your tortured brother fore-. 


M 2 warnes, 


chre! 


Mart. 18.4, | 


Marks, 
56, 
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warnes , humane reaſon proh 
bites , and God himlſelfe forbid 
vpoen penaltic of eternall damn: 
tion. Who then will faue yo! 
when Chriſts death , your owvr 
conſciences, and all his Ele 
arc ludge, luror , and witnefle ; 
gainſt you ; None ( my belou'd 
but Lord hauc mercie vpon you 
I by woefull experience groan 
vnder the burthen , chough Go 
knowes my outward ornament 
alwayes exceeded my inward t: 
culties ; yet ſo much conſenting; 
Lfearedaily repenting will hard| 
extinguiſh helliſh rormencing. ( 
then, you (clayic tabernacles)maj 
my miſeries your timely prel 
dents, and be not ſo in loue wit 
a Wildernefle,as tololc a Paradih 
n 
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nor ſo much diſhonour your Ma- 
ker, as any longer to crucifie your 
Redeemer. But ler innocent Hus 
militie raiſe you, pious Prayers re- 
ſtore you , that Chriſts death may 
be effeftuall for you. Inſodoing 
lod Y afflitions may be mitigate, 
your dangers preuented,and 
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EOOOEs 
CRISS SAGER 
<>) <p. Si4 He (ieid 


Tohis (hriſlian Brethren 
Umuerſall. 


> F any of you 
\ have permitted 
betraying nature 
to inatt lo dead. 
24a ly a ſinne as de- 
eſtable Adulterie , let my pre- 
ent calamities preuent your fu- 
ure miſeries z otherwiſe I ſhall be 
ertaine to condole your deaths, 
I am confident you will curſe 
our births : for when you com- 
it that loathſome ſinne of luſt, 
ou waken the indignation of 


M 4 Gods 


J _} 
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Gods iuſt iuſtice ; witneſſe yo! 
owne conſciences, VVill yt 
then perlifiſt in offending, vpo 
hope of his mercifull ſuffering 
O my deare Brethren, 1 migl 
ſooner beleeue the Deuill thoul 
beecalled, then any of you chi 
{en without fo true a reformat 
on , as your contrition ſhall m; 
nifeſt the deteſtation before Go 
and man, Otherwiſe, accordin 
to my Ppoore judgement , yo 
conuerſion hath no foundatio 
for Chriſt to conlecrate his pior 
ablſolution, What your Genit 
may out of Rhetoricke po 
licie , or ſelfe-wild fidelitie ir 
corporate a more caſie way « 
ſuſtentation by his' death an 
paſſion ; Yet I feare thoſe th: 
depen 
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e yout lepend vpon ſuch Diuinitie, tren- 
ill ycefhes too neere the Diademe of 
, vponhus Sacred Maieſtie, for euer re- 
fering*Feiving remiſſion by his miſerie, 
mighthþn regard God himſeclfe aſſures wm.:z 
(houldþs his Mercie and Iuſtice kifſeth 1% 
>u cho-fach other . But peraduenture, 
ormati-ſome of you will not deny to 
all ma4eply , the wordes of my wic- 
re Godfedneſſe ; That which is bred in 
-ordingÞhe. bone , will neuer out of the 
, yourfleſh. Howſoeuer I now find the 
ndationfipoſiles ſaying to betrue,Hethat 
is piougues in the fleth dycs in the ſþi- 
Geniugt ; For it ſpeakes death vnto 
ce Poe, and [ am perlyvaded (vpon 
litie infontinuance) damnation to each 
way ft you, O then, co-partners, let 
ith andy too [ge vicious afteQion 
ole thauſe a timely depriuation ; for 
depen when 


- 
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when I beheld ( by divine pr 
uidence)the naked trueth , the 
I found his fatherly commiſer: 
tion had indued man with th 
facultie of reaſon to bridle ſtiff 
neckt nature. Beſides, vpon ex 
treamitic ordain'd him matrimc 
niall vnitie for auoiding incor 
ſftancie. But ſearching .into th 
chaſticie of {auage beaſt, I loath' 
my ſelte, and hated the incha 
ters; which ſo ſure as there is 
God, each of you muſt doe th 
like cither in this life , or bee fo 
ced in the other to your con 
demnation without redemptio 
O then, 1 beſeech you, that z 
the imaginarie creatures of yo 
Maker , bee a little more modef 
then the brutiſh beaſt, that Goſ 

ins 
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may ioy in your creation, and 
reward your ſoules with falua- 


ceptions were wretched in the 
wombes ; ſo I feare preiud+- 


tombes. Wherefore then , bap- 
tized Chriſtians , will yee bee a- 
ay longer deluded with wicked 
lJeſabels, or betraying Abime- 


ptoteſteth you may yet bee {a- 
ued, if you doe but truely re- 
pent, What father could haue 


haue demanded lefle without de- 
that arftying his Eſſence to ſatisfie your 
>f youſbaſenefle? I appealeto your own 
modefſconfciences , whether any of you 
at Gofthat knowes the danger . and yet 

ma will 


OO —— 


tion ; Otherwile, as your con- 


| P 
cate torments will tollow your ——_ 


kechs ? When G O D himlſelfe %* 
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ſaid more ? What Saujour would Mars. 
13. 
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will perſeucre in ſo heinous aſfir 
can expett remiſſion by his deai 
and pailion : Hoywlocuer , Go 
forbid, that I ſhould foretell you 


palaceto be in hell... Bur if ſpirat 


ons will not penetrate, curteſic 
nihilate, chaitiſements mollifie 
nor future torments terrific ;giu 
mee leaue to miſtruſt, deſpaire 11 
your + ro the Paradiſe © 


_ Heauen, -O, infortunate Sirs, i 


AAa.1o. 
33,3 4- 


Indg.”, 


—_— legions of your proge- 


your greatneſle pleads proteion 
remember God reſpe&eth no per: 
fons,if your cuſtomary prefidence 
pleads preſcription; remember the 
burning of Sodome and Gomorrah; 
and if his mercies confer'd. or 
Mary Magdalene allures your pro 
uocations ; remeinber his Juftice 


nitors 
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nitors, O my beloued brethren, ir 
aſin grieues my verie {oulc, that our 
deai Sauiours compaſhon towards one 
; GOO offendour, ſhall be made a (ſhelter *** 
L youll for millions to continue in offen- 
PUatt] ding, when his juſt Iuſtice execu- 
riclies ted vpon thouſands for ſuch tran{- 
ollitie, greſlions, will hardly bring any ro 
58G true ceſſation, till the vice haue 
alc Nyf chem, not they it. Therefore I 
dile ouſt conclude with Gods owne Avec 
vICS,1 words, I will exerciſe Indge- ens 
ment in weight, and IuStice 


etion, 
NO.Per- in meaſure. 
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